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GRR NAAR ARAZRAMERY 
A Defcription of the Britifh Mufeum. 
[/Vith an elegant Copper Plate of that Building.] 
te SARS. IR Hans Sloane, baronet (who died in Ja- 
\ 


opiete ee Ye nuary, 11, 1753,) may not improperly be 
cr S <y) accounted the founder of this edifice: for its 
C Dy being eftablifhed by parliament was only in 


v"\ diede atect confequence of his leaving by will his noble 
SAIS collection of natural hiftory, his large library, 
and his numerous curiofities, which coft him sooool. to the 
ufe of the public, on condition that the parliament would 
pay 20000). to his executors. And indeed this difpofition 
ot Sir Hans was extremely well calculated to an{wer his 
generous defign ; for had he given the whole to the public, 
without any payment atall, it could have been of little ufe, 
without the affiftance of parliament, to fettle a fund for the 
fupport of officers, &c. 

Sir Hans appointed a number of truftees, on whofe appli- 
cation to parliament an act was pafled for the raifing 300,000). 
by way of lottery ; 200,000]. thereof to be divided among tt 
the adventurers, 20,0001. to be paid to Sir Hans Sloane’s ex- 
ecutors, 10,000]. to purchafe lord Oxford’s manufcripts, 
30,000], to be vefted in the funds for fupplying falaries for 
officers, and other neceflary expences, and the refidue for pro- 
viding a general répofitory, &c. In this aét it is alfo ordered, 

Ytit that 
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that Sir Hans Sloane’s collection, the Cottonian library, the 
Harleian manufcripts, and a coliection of books given > the 
Jate major Edwards, fhould be placed together in the general 
repofitory, which was to be called the Britifh Mufeum: 
noool. lett by the faid major Edwards, after the deceafe of 
Elizabeth Mills, are alfo given to the Britifh Mufeum, for 
the purchafing of manufcripts, books, medals, and other curiofi- 
ties. 

It happened very fortunately foon after, whilft the truftecs 
were at alofs where to purchafe or build a proper repofitory, 
an offer was made them of Montague-houfe in great Ruffel- 
{treet, Bloomfbury, a large magnificent building, finely or- 
namented with paintings, fituated in the moft convenient part 
of the whole town, and having an extenfive garden of near 
eight acres. This they purchafed for the fum of 10,0001, 
repairs, alterations, book-cafes,’ cabinets, and all other con- 
veniences for placing the whole collection properly, and the 
making appartments for the officers, having coft 15,000l. 
more. 

Every part of the Mufeum is now fo excellently con- 
trived for holding this noble collection, and the difpofition 
of it in the feveral rooms is fo orderly and well-defigned, that 
it may juftly be eftecmed an honour and ornament to this na- 
tion. [is majefty, in confideration of its great ufefulnefs, has 
alo been gracioufly pleafed to add thereto the royal libraries of 
bouks and manufcripts, collected by the feveral kings of Eng- 
land. His majefty has alfo added very lately another noble col- 
lection of books and manufcripts, confifting of above 30,000 
volumes and tracts uniformly bound; among which are near 
one hundred manufcripts never yet in print. 

The Sloanian collection confifts of an amazing number of 
curiofities, among which are, 

The library, including books of drawings, manufcripts and 

prints, amounting to about Vols. 50,000 

Medals and coins ancient and modern 23,000 

Cameo’s and intaglio’s, about 700 

Seals - - - 258 
Veficls, &c. of agate, jafper, &c. 543 
Antiquities - - 1125 
Precious ftones, agates, jafpers 2256 
Metals, minerals, ores, &c, 2725 
Cryftals, fpars, &c. 1864 
Foffils, flints, ftones - 1275 
Karths, fands, faits - . 035 
Bitumens, fulphurs, ambers, &c. 399 

Tales, 
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Talcs, mice, &c. - 388 
Corals, fpunges, &c. 1425 
Teftacea, or fhells, &c. 5843 
Echini, echinitz, &c, és59 
Afteriz, trochi, entrochi, &c. 241 
Cruftacex, crabs, lobfters, &c. 301 
Stell2 marinz, ftar-fifhes, &c, - 173 
Fifhes and their parts, &c. - -  —s-1555 
Birds and their parts, eggs and neftsof different {pecies 1172 
Quadrupedes, &c. - - 18386 
Vipers, ferpents, &c. - 525 
Infeéts - - - 5439 
Vegetables - - - - 12506 
Hortus ficus, or volumes of dried plants 334 
Humana, as calculi, anatomical preparations, &c. 750 
Mifcellaneous things natuial 2098 
Mathematical inftruments - - 

A catalogue of all the above is written in 38 volumes in 

folio, and 8 in quarto. 

As this noble collection of curiofities, and thefe excellent li- 
braries, are now chiefly defigned for the ufe of learned and ftu- 
dious men, both natives and foreigners, in their refearches into 
the feveral parts of knowledge, the truftees have thought fit to 
ordain certain ftatutes, with refpect tothe ufe of the Mufeum. 

Having given in at the porter’s lodge your name, profeflion, 
and place of abode, you have notice given what day and hour 
to attend, and a ticket given you. By fhewing this, you are 
admitted, and entering the hall you afcend a magnificent ftair- 
cafe, nobly painted by La Folle. The fubjeét of the ceiling, 
Phzton requefting Apollo to permit him to drive his chariot for 
aday. On the infide walls a landfcape, by Roufleau: this 
brings you iato the veftibule, the cicling reprefenting the fall of 
Pheton; in this is amummy and fome other antiquities. The 
ialoon is a moft magnificent room, the cicling and fide-walls 
painted by the above-mentioned astift La Fotle, the landicapes 
by Roufleau, and the flowers by the celebrated Baptift. 

You are then admitted into the rooms, which contain the 
Cottonian and royal manufcripts, in about 750 volumes: the 
Harleian manufcripts, in about 7620 volumes ; and the Harleian 
charters in number about 16000. From this you are admitted 
into the room of medals, which are upwards of 22,000 in num- 
ber. You are then admitted into two other rooms, which con- 
tain Sir Hans Sloane’s manufcripts, and antiquities. 

This brings you again into the veltibule, and pafling through 
the faloon, you enter the rooms, which contain minerals, foffils, 

Yftf. fhe! 















514 Defer:ption of the Britifh Mufeurr. 


fhells, vegetables, infects, animals in fpirits, and artificial curios 
fities. 

You now defcend the final! ftair-cafe adjoining, and paffing 
through the room in which is the magnetic apparatus given by 
Dr. Knight, you come to the rooms which contain the royal 
libraries, collected by kings and queens of England from Henry 
VII. to Charles If. Then you enter the room which contains 
the library of Sir Hans Sloane, confifting of not lefs than 40,000 
volumes. From hence you enter into another, which contains 
major Edward’s library, confifting of about 3000 volumes ; and 
laftly, into the room that contains a part of the king’s library, 
which in the whole confifts of about 12,000 volumes. 

Such is the Britifh Mufeum ; but the reader can expect only 
a faint {ketch from any defcription, however exact; he mutt 
view the whole with attention, before he can form an adequate 
idea of this noble and numerous colleétion. 





The Hiftory of Marcetra (Contitued, from p. 761) 


FE concluded our laft with the confternation Marcella 
was in at the appearance of the Spanifh lady. We 
fhall now proceed with her relation of what followed. 

The next day J was feized with a violent fever, and during 
my illnefs, my lover feldom left me. When I was on the 
recovery, my rival and her aunt came to pay me a vifit, and 
the old lady intimating that fhe wanted to talk with my fa- 
ther in private about the marriage of her neice, St. Albert 
appeared difordered, and retired. From this indifpofition, I 
judged the violence of his paffion, ard, touched at the ftrug- 
‘gles he fuffered in order to conquer it, I took the gencrous 
refolution to reftore his liberty, and never to oppofe his hap- 
pinefs. 1 fail not pretend to defcribe the pain it cott me to 
take this refolution, the folicitations of my parents, nor the 
entreatics of Madam de St. Albert. I was regarded by the 
whole town as a capricious creature, my beft friends were 
againft me, and my father, enraged at their difcourfe, re- 
proached me in the bittercft terms. Nor was St. Albert in a 
more tranquil fituation; he reprefented to me the opinion 
the world had of my conduét, and joined to thete motives, 
whatever he thought moft likely to prevail upon me, to give 
him my hand; but the more { was moved at his fituatiou, 
the move worthy did he appear of the facriitce 1 made him. 


I had 
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1 had an aunt, who was fuperior of a convent at a {mall 
diftance from our houfe ; I opened my heart to her ; fhe ap- 
proved “ my refolution, and made me promife to give my 
hand to St. Albert, if he perfifted for three months in avoid- 
ing a correfpondence with my rival ; and on this promife fhe 
engaged to compofe the minds of my relations. ‘Twomonths 
pailed over, without my having the leaft caufe of complaint, 
and in the laft converfation he h: ad with me, he told me, that 
he already looked upon himfelf as my hufband, and for fear 
of meeting my rival, fpent all his leifure hours in hunting. 
{ was jut upon the point of being united to him, when I was 
sage that he had received two confiderable oneinile in fave 
ing this lady from the h ands of fome villains, and that he was 

carried to her houfe, where the furgeons had declared that his 
lif te was in great danger. Though [ was aflured chance had 
civen him an opportunity of doing her this important fervice, 
1 eafily faw that it would ruin all my hopes. St. Albert was 
foon informed that his cafe was defperate, and that he had not 
amoment to ~_ if he would perform the laft offices of a 
chriftian. Mrs. de St. Albert and my father were prefent, 
when calling my rival, who was called Mifs des Adrets, and 
who ftood weeping in , the room, to come to his bed-fide, he 
took one of her hands, which he feebly prefled between his, 
and conjured her to fhed no tears at his death, {ince it would 
free him from the moft dreadful of all torments; he told her 
he had loved her from the firft moment he faw her, and in- 
furmed my father and mother, that nothing but my defire of 
rendering him happy, had made him appear inconftant. He 
then put her hand to his lips, and fainted away. The young 
lady, at this inftant, cried out, in fuch a manner as difco- 
vered the fituation of her heart, and burft into the moft affeét 
ing complaints. He came again to himfelf, and at the end of 
three days they had hopes ot his recov ery, and foon after that 
he was out of dane rer. My joy was as great as my rival’s, let 
him live for her, faid J, I< eat fhall be unhappy. 

In fhort, they were married, and my rival fearing, as fhe 
faid, to cive me uneafinets by her prefence, prevailed on her 
hutbend to leave Ufes, and to tettle at Paris. About this 
time I loft my mother, and my father dyimg toon after, I per- 
fuaded Mrs. Albert, to whole care L had been recommended 
by my dear parents, tocome and live with me, when her fon, 
whom I now loved as much as ever, was the conttant fubject 
of converfation. 


St. Albert’s lady was the tole heir of one of her uncles, but 
they were hardly marricd, When the yillainy of one of ber re- 
lations 
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lations ftripped them of the greatcft part of her eftate, by 
forging a will of a later date than that by which fhe had ob- 
tained a very large fortune. Their poflefions were ftil] con{ie 
derable ; but as St. Albert, in all his expences, only confulted 
the inclinations of his wife, a lady fond of pleafure, and fhe 
having loft confiderable {ums at play, he was fud denly ree 
duced t to narrow circumftances. 

This news was fufficient to overwhelm me in affliction ; his 
mother’s income was too fmall for her to fpare him any 
affiftance, I therefore obliged her to accept of the fuperfluity 
of mine. His mother in vain oppofed my refolution, but 
when fhe faw how much my heart was fet upon it, the 
contented, and I prevailed on her to keep it an inviolable 
Secret. 

I had for above a year enjoy’d the delicious pleafure of 
alleviating the cares of him I loved, when one day going 
into a faloon, at the end of the garden where I laft law 
St. Albert, and reflecting on his behaviour at that interview, 
I was fo loft in thought, that I did not obferve an ap- 
proaching ftorm; the heavens prefently appeared on fire, 
and the thunder was extremely dreadful. 1 could not re- 
folve to ftay alone in the faloon, nor could I take the re- 
folution, to run through the garden (which was very large) 
to the houfe; while I was hefitating, I found myfelf Lerted 
under the ruins of the building. This clap of thunder, 
which left behind it a ftrong fulphurous fmell, was ex- 
ceeding dreadful, and 1 imagined that my life was now at 
an end ; but recovering myelf, I ftrove with all my ftrength 
to get fantin the ruins, under which I was buried; this ] 
at lat accomplifhed, and gained a fide of the faloon which 
ie id not been thrown down, where I fat myfelf down to re- 
cover my fpirits; but what was my furprize, when cafting 
my eyes ona part of the wall till remaining, I perceived 
half a cupboard, of which the other half was probab), 
poe the ruins. A curiofity to examine into fo fingular 
a circumftance, made me forget my pain, and creep to the 
cupboard; when my aftonifhment gave place to the 
lively joy at fecing am ongit the platter a oreat Pecan of 
pieces of cold. At that inftant I called to mind whet | 
had heard a the avarice and riches of my grandfather, and 
did not doubt but this wall was the place he had chofen 
to conceal his treafures ; a confufed crowd of thoughts and 
defies at this moment rufhed into my mind, but thev a! 
eave way to the joy that fprung from the idea of my placin: 


a happy fituation, him whom I had never ceafel to love. 
‘Tran{ported 
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Tran{ported with this thought, J ran to the houfe without 
confidering in what a condition I was going to appear 
before Madam de St. Albert; for 1 was covered with duft, 
my cloaths were torn, and my face was bloody; I ran with 
all my ftrength, and cafting myfelf about her neck, he will 
be happy, cried I, and I fhall be fo too, fince I fhall con- 
tribute to his happinefs; come, continued I, pulling her 
along 3 come and admire at the molt fingular event that 
ever happened. Mrs de St. Albert, as fhe has told me fince, 
was affrighted at my behaviour and appearance, and imagined 
that [ had loft my fenfes; but at laft followed me into the 
carden, and I becoming more compofed, told her what had 
happened. We found in this cupboard, to the amount of 
two millions of livers, befides fome pearls and jewels of great 
value. 

But the next day we received a piece of news that threw 
us into the deepeft concern. Mrs de St Albert had a letter 
civen to her, by which fhe was informed that her daugh- 
ter-in-law, forgetting what fhe owed to the moft tender 
hufband, had endeavoured, at the price of her honour, to 
extricate herfelf from misfortunes to which fhe had been 
reduced by her extravagance and ill conduct. What could 
[ do on fo delicate an occafion to fecure the happinefs of 
St Albert? I knew that he had too much honour to con- 
fent to his own fhame: he muft have been ignorant of 
her conduct, and in this cafe it would be cruel to open his 
eyes, fince this would poifon all the happinefs of his future 
life. We concluded, that fhe had hitherto aéted upon the 
difguife, and this thought determined me to take fuch mea- 
fures, as nothing but their fuccefs could juftify. I did not 
even tell my defign to Mrs de St Albert, to whom I pre- 
tended that the bare defire of informing myfelf of the truth 
of what had been faid againft her daughter-in-law, was the 
reafon that induced me to take a fpeedy journey to Paris. 
] took with me my jewels and a confiderable fum of moncy, 
and engaging her to fupply me with what fums 1 fhould want, 
fet out on my journey. 

I ftaid fome days at Lyons, to buy fuch cloaths as were 
neceflary to difguife my fex, and on my arrival at Paris, 
fuming the name of the Baron des Aflart, took ready fur- 
nifhed lodgings, drefled like a gay young gentleman, and 
hired a valet de chambre and a footman, the firft of whom, 
as I was not difpofed to permit him to drefs me, was to be 
iny confident, and he promifed to ferve me with fidelity. 

I {pent 
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I fpent fome days at Paris, in learning the airs agrecable 
to my drefs, and then put my valet on difcovering fuch 
houfes as kept gaming-tables, with orders to procure a lift 
of fuch ladies as frequented them. But as I was not dif- 
pofed to let my fpy into the motives for my curiofity, what 
a number was I obliged to look over, before I could dif- 
cover her I fought for! I even made him fearch two days 
after he had difcovered that Mrs de St. Albert was frequent- 
ly at the houfe of a widow of a man of worth; and even 
then fhould have found fome difficulty in being admitted, 
had it not been for a gentleman, who having once played 
there, introduced me as a perfon of quality, who was very 
rich and fond of good company. I no fooner got thither, 
than I immediately looked for her whom I wanted, and it 
was not difficult for me to diftinguifh her, for her features 
were too deeply engraved in my heart, for me to fear my 
being miftaken; fhe had finifhed a party at cards, and was 
ftanding up complaining of her ill luck. I intreated her 
to try her fortune once more, and told her I fhould be happy 
if fhe would permit me to go her halves; fhe accepted my 
propofal, and fortune favouring my wifhes, 1 complimented 
her with making her a prefent of what I had won upon 
her cards ; and this little piece of generofity, produced me 
the favour of the miftrefs of the houfe, who invited me to 
ftay fupper, which I readily accepted, from the hopes of 
gaining a more intimate acquaintance with Mrs de St Albert; 
but I was difappointed, for fhe left us at feven o’clock, 
when the miftrefs of the houfe, perceiving me uneafy at her 
departure, whifpered in my ear, that that lady being under 
the neceffity of giving her company to a jealous hufband, 
they were every evening deprived of the pleafure of her com- 
pany. IJ cannot exprefs the indignation I was filled with 
at this difcourfe: but this was not atime for me to difcover 
it, I therefore {trove all I could to conceal it. 

In a month’s time I difcovered that Mrs de St Albert 
knew how to come off with honour in every converfation ; 
fhe had a fweetnefs, vifible both in her countenance and in 
all her actions; had hitherto behaved with great prudence, 
and in the midft of contemptible and contemptuous women, 
had found the means to procure refpect. I began to think 
ull that had been wrote againit this amiable lady, were fo 
many calumnies. I wrote to her whom I call my mother, 
and prepared to fet out, that I might take meafures to put 
i ftop to the uncefincfs of two pezions whom I loved with 

almoft 
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eimoft an equal affection. For the idea of her be ng faithful 
to St Albert had rendered her dear to me. 

In all my behaviour to this lady, I had let nothing efcape 
me which could make her imavine that 1 was in love with 
her. But at this time fhe appeared extremely melancholy, 
the caufe of which I endeavoured in vain to perfuade her 
to difcover. I then applied to the woman of the houfe, who 
after having behaved in fuch amanner as to raife my curio- 
fity to the ‘height, told me that Mrs de St. Albert was in 
the moft unhappy fituation ; that fhe had reafon to fear the 
age of her hufband, if certain debts, which fhe had con- 
tracted at play, fhould come to his knowledge, which mutt 
be the cafe, if fhe did not procure within a week, a hundred 
piftoles to appeafe one of her creditors. I replied, that that 
was but a trifle; that | fhould be gone in two days, but be- 
tore I went, would put the hundred piftoles into her hands; 
and that I fhould be charmed at obliging, at fo fmall an ex- 
pence, the moft amiable woman I had ever feen. Pleafed as 
this woman appeared, fhe feemed uneafy at my fudden de- 
parture, and infinuated that Mrs de St. Albert would be fo 
too. I feemed furprized that that lady fhould condefcend to 
intereft herfelf about me, and artfully brought her to tell 
me, that this charming wom an had a paifion forme. You 
are the only perfon, faid fhe, that has touched her heart. 

And though fhe is rigidly virtuous, I can hardly doubt but 
that in time fhe may confent to make you happy. God 
forbid ! Madam, faid J, I refpect her innocence, and what 
you tell me will haften my departure. Here, take my purfe, 
it contains a hundred Louis d’Ors; but don’t let Mrs de 
St. Albert know to whom fhe owes this fupply. 1 {hall 
hafte away, left I fhould draw into vice a foul made for 
virtue. Duilejal, for that was the name of this woman, 
ood immoveable; but as fhe faw me ready to go, fhe ttop- 
ped me, and prefently told me a hiitory made up of a 

soufand lies: that St. Albert ufed his wife extremely ill, 

J that her neceffities had obliged her to purchafe, by her 
complaifance, the protection of a farmer-general, who after 
policfien, had abandoned her, and that fhe was on the 
point of concluding an infamous atlair with the moit de- 
{picable of all men, and that it was from this danger, that 
lought to {natch her. Yes, madam, faid 1, fince this lady 
has made the firft (ip, my delicacy no longer fubfiits; I 
then promiled to reward her proportionably to the fervice 
ie was to do me. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 


G2egeg 





Jo the Printer. 
SIR, 


>] IS my intention to give the reader a true notion of a {ci- 

ence, which is the rule of all other fciences; and in one 
view to difcover what is folid or vain, what is ftrong or feeble ; 
what is true or falfe, in the whole body of philofophy. 

The ancients were fo enatnoured with the name of a philo- 
fopher, that they preferred it to the moft honourable and illuftri- 
ous characters. The love of wifdom and the ftudy of nature, 
which they profefled, gave them fuch authority over their fel- 
low creatures, that every one thought it praife-worthy to follow 
their example, and to receive their maxims, as fo many divine 
oracles. ‘lhe great and powerful fought their friendfhip and 
advice, cities and ftates fubmitted to their conduct, and the 
mott abfolute princes have efteemed it a glory to have been their 
difciples. Philofophy infpired Pythagoras with integrity of mo- 
rals; taught Empedocles a contempt of worldly grandeur, 
raifed Democritus to the contemplation of natural things, and 
to prefer the pleafures of the mind to thofe of the body. And 
it was philofophy that enabled Socrates to die without arrogance 
or weaknefs. To fay no more; this fcience was the motive 
and principle of the brighteft virtue, that ever fhone among the 
Heathens ; for there is not one action of bravery and refulu- 
tion recorded in Pagan ftory, but what was generally owing to 
the fpirit of Philofophy. 

Among the Egyptians, who were the firft philofophers in the 
world, Philofophy pafled with the people for a confiderable part 
of their religion. In this firft appearance it was cloathed in 
myftcrious obfcurity ; for, their priefts, being alfo their philo- 
fophers, found it their advantage to veil their obfervations under 
figures and hieroglyphicks, to gain themfelves more credit and 
eftecm from the multitude. Nor did this fcience difengage it- 
iclf from thefe myftcrious bonds, till the Grecks under Thales 
broke them afunder. 

Here then we mutt date the foundation of thofe great im- 
provements later ages have made fa the works of nature. Now 
it was from the days of Thales to Plato, that, by the force of 
long and fevere ftudy, men attained to apprehend, in fome de- 
gree, the moft confiderable motions of the heavenly bodies ; to 
diftinguith their periods and revolutions, and to form the firft 
draught of an univerfal fyftem ; to difcern the abliquity of the 
Zodiac; to lay open the fecrets of nature’s womb ; and to re- 
move that dark veil, wich was drawn over moft of the works 
pf providence, fo as to render them the fubje& of human me- 
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ditation and enquiry. And by thus giving birth to Arts and 
Sciences, this race of philofophers have made them{clves vene- 
rable to the lateft pofterity. 

Pythagoras alfo laid the foundation of philofophy in Italy, as 
Thales had done in Greece; though in a different manner. 
For the Italian philofopher feeking to himfelf greater refpeét 
from his difciples, retained much of the Egyptian obfcurity, and 
taught them by geometry and myfterious numbers ; a fcience 
that is now entirely loft, though the fucceeding matters efteem- 
ed it an honour to tread in his fteps; who had made himfelf 
famous for his invention of Mufic; and adorned his loofe and 
difordered morality with fine fayings without any folidity. His 
Phyficks are almoft the fame with the Platonifts ; and he may 
be faid to have given rife to the Manichee herefy, by teaching 
a good and evil principle. But 

hen Socrates arofe in the philofophical fchool, he reduced 
the confufed ideas of his predeceflors into a more methodical 
and orderly fyftem, fo as to render them ufeful in the forming 
Arts and fciences. He was both witty and profound : He was 
a moft furprifing genius; yet the height of his underftanding, 
and his fuperior knowledge was always attended with an innate 
fimplicity and meeknefs. He was laberious without affecta- 
tion; pleafant in the gravelt — and good-humoured 
in the midft of his moft ferious meditations. He endeavoured 
to be an honeft man rather thana wit; and pretended to no ac- 
complifhments, though he was capable of all; but this avowed 
ignorance precured him more reputation than ail his know- 
ledge. In fine, it was he that firft trained out the plan of Lo- 
gic and morality, and fupplied principles to Phyficks: And by 
the principles that he tanght, he acquired fo much refolution 
and conftancy, that he aftonifhed and afhamed his judges, when 
they pafled fentence on his life. 

Plato was as great a Philofopher as Socrates, and the fineft 
€peaker of all antiquity ; but he determined little, and fcarce 
fettled any thing. His intention feems to fecure his chara¢ter, 
and to avoid the fate of Socrates by myfterious difcourfes, But 
he was the firft who taught that true philofophy confifted more 
in fidelity and conftancy, in juftiee and fincerity, and the love 
of our duty, than in large atcainments, or uncommon parts, all 
which was fo entirely changed by his diftiples, that we have 
fcarce any footfteps left of the true doctrine of Plato. 

We muft not forget the philofopher Lully, who, notwith- 
ftanding he pretended to reftore chymiftry in Italy, did nothing 
but what records him to be an enthuftaft, ora madman. Para- 
celfus, about the fame time, framed a defign to introduce a new 

Ggegg 2 philofophy ; 
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philofophy ; yet, though he was a good operator, laid the foun- 
dation of many great experiments, and was profound in his 
genius; he was fo dark in his expreffions, that he could never 
be well underftood, and fo cabaliftical in his enquires, that the 
Emperor Charles V. after a due examination of his abilities, de- 
fpifed him for a vifionary projector. 

Every nation in Europe, about this time, applied themfelves 
to philofophy, according to their peculiar genius. The Spa- 
niards, who are fevere and grave, grew fubtle in their reafon- 
ings. The lively Italians were choice and curions in fine ideas, 
The inquifitive temper of the French made them venture to 
copy whatever was excellent in other nations, The Germans, 
being by their climate obliged to keep near the fire, applied 
themfelves to chymiftry. And the Englifh, whofe genius is 
naturally deep and penetrating, undertook the more abftrufe re- 
fearches into the caufes of things; and by an invincible appli- 
cation to labour, excelled the reft of Europe in their improve- 
ments of natural knowledge, as it appears from the credit of 
Bacon, Hobbes, Boyle, Newton, &c. and the character and 
efteem their works have obtained among the learned throughout 
all the world; becaufe they have enriched philofophy with 
noble ftruétures of thought, found reafonings, and curious ob- 
fervations confirmed by many, and unconteftable experiments. 





Extravagance fatal in its Confequences. 


I KNOW not a greater calamity can befal any people or 
ftate, than when luxury is introduced amongft them, 
efpecially where it becomes general, and is carried on to fo 
great a length, that every individual is under fome neceflity 
of living beyond his fortune, or incurring the cenfure of being 
avaricious. A man once engaged in this extravagant eourfe 
of living, feldom is able to extricate himfelf in time, but is 
hurried on to the brink of ruin, reduces a helplefs family to 
want and mifery, and muft at length fink under a weight of 
misfortunes ; or through necefity be drove to attempt what 
may facrifice his honour, country, and confcience, and every 
o:her confideration to a prefent relief, which may, which muft 
at laft end in his total deitruction. However amiable virtue 
and integrity may appear in our eyes, human nature will find 
it difficult to withitand the threatning mifery of immediate 
want; a prifon ftaring a man in the face, continual dunns at 
his door, ox want of his accuitomed pleafures will drive him 

to 





~ 


JTF SE Ue ou rT oTa, ee ee i ee 


Extravagance fatal in its Confequences. 723 
to extremities, which nothing but neceflity could occafion; 
he is no more mafter of himfelf, but like a drowning maa 
catches at every thing, even his dearett friend, though he fhould 
perith with him. 

‘To what extremities will not this melancholy fitvation lead 
aman? To poverty, fhame, villainy, dependency, and difgrace, 
and at length to fell one’s country to fupport an idle extrava- 
gancy. Leta man’s eftate be what it will, if he lives beyond 
ft, this will be the cafe fooner or later; and if ever the 
legiflative power fhould fall into fuch neceffitous hands, the 
very thing which fhould make us happy, the abundance of 
publick treafure, may, if artfully managed by a defigning ad- 
miniftration, prove the intire deltru€tion of this conftitution. 

No minifter, who aims at abfolute power, can attain it by 
more effeétual methods than, firft, by introducing Luxury, 
which muft be attended by poverty and want, and to make 
amends for the bitter wound by healing them with a place or 
penfion ; deadly is the draught, but fwect is the poifon. Pope 
Sixtus V. finding the Romans not quite fo fubmiffive to his will 
as he wifhed for, erected a public fund at Rome, and allowed 
an extraordinary intereft; the people, not aware of his deep- 
laid fcheme, were tempted with the bait, and threw in their 
whole ftock ; by which means Sixtus got poffeflion of all the 
treafure in his dominions, and confequently of the power; for 
itis a known maxim, that where the riches are, there the 
power will be alfo; therefore a man who throws away all his 
fortune, and becomes entirely dependent on a place or penfion, 
is furely in the poor Roman’s cafe, and only a tenant at will; 
and I believe every fenfible man will fay, that the man who 
would exchange a freehold eftate to {uch a tenancy muft be en- 
tirely deprived of common fenfe ; and yet how frequently do 
we {ce examples of this nature? Men of good eftates lavithiy 
fquandering them away, and leaving themfelves nothing but the 
comfort of a place or penfion. 





The rile of Ambition injurious. 
”y 


F all the paffions implanted in the human breaft, ansbition 

has perhaps the moft eminent tendency at once to advance 

the interefts of fociety, and ruin that of individuals. *Tis ow- 
ing to ambition, that mankind were at firft collected from the 
torefts, and eftablifhed in citics. The truth of this may be 
queftioned : but was it not a defire of fame, a fondnefs of fu- 
perionty, 
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periority, that infpired fome father to exert his utmoft efforts to 
civilize the primitive inhabitants, that he might reign over 
them with the character of king? ’Tis owing to ambition, that 
lofty mountains have been levelled with the adjacent plains; 
defarts obliged to fmile beneath the rough hand of culture; 
paths for armies cut through boundlefs forefts, or over cloud~ 
topt hills; and rivess taught to flow along the barren thirfty 
giebe, forgetful of their natural channel, and wonted courfes. 
And ’tis owing to ambition, that the arts and fciences, from 
crawling on the duft, with pinions clipt by the rude hand of ig- 
norance, have been exalted to the lofty pinnacle of perfeétion. 
Hence, enabled by aftronomy (that moft elevated and almoft di- 
vine fcience) we fcale the high battlements of heaven, and view 
the planetary fyftems, which croud the unbounded regions of 
fpace! whilft other worlds, worlds of prodigious magnitude, 
prefenting themfelves ¢o our view, enlightened with other funs, 
amaze us, and raife us above the joys of life, filling our hearts 
with rapture and devotion. Hence geometry teaches us to 
meafure preeipices we dare not approach, regions we never tra- 
velled, and countries we never faw. Nay, by its aid we furvey 
the mountains of the moon, and determine the heights of their 
lofty fummits. Hence geography prefents to our eyes the form 
and magnitude of our earth, the abode of mortals, and many 
other creatures. And hence we know the properties of the air, 
the caufes of fnow, the origin of rain, the qualities of water, 
the nature and biafles of animals, and the properties of mine- 
rals. Whilft poetry exalts her heavenly voice in celebrating 
univerfal nature, and in the boldeft ftrain chants forth the praifes 
of him who ftretched out the heavens like a curtain, and be- 
Spangled them with gems of the moft brilliant luftre; who cre- 
ated worlds of inconceivable magnitude with equal eafe as atoms 
that fport in the noon-tide rays. And might I be permitted to 
enguire what are the motives which prevail on fome to rear fu- 
perb hofpitals, and colleges, calling them after their own name? 
what influences others to raife fumds for the relief of the poor 
and needy, after they themfelves are no more? Reafen will an- 
{wer, the love of applaufe ; the defire of being for ever remem- 
bered by their fellow mortals. Thus ambition is the hand that 
lays the foundations of chofe hofpital edifices, where fo many 
thoufands of miferable objects find relief. 

But are the ambitious themfelves the happieft of mankind ? 
dar trom it. ‘hey are of all men the moft miferable ! they are 
their own tormentors. How often does difappointment over- 
throw their hopes! the hero quits the fhade, or the filent vale, 


to climb ambition’s rocky heights, where he ftands expofed to 
every 
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every danger, and to the cankering blaftof envy. But why? 
He hopes that there his ears will be regaled with the loud 
fhouts of renown, and himfelf beheld with the higheft refpeét. 
But how often are his expectations blafted? The flanderous 
tongue of malice blackens his fame, and ingratitude forgets 
his actions. See how yonder ftudent feems buried in thought, 
his countenance meagre, his body emaciated with ftudy ; yet 
all perhaps he obtains is the mortification to fee his works un- 
read and difregarded, See Benevolus, from a liberal hand, 
jcattering plenty among the fons of poverty! But fay, do all 
with gratitude, and a feeling heart, turn and thank him for 
his care? No, furely, they often curfe the hand from which 
they received fuch bounty. Thus the torch of ambition burns 
the breaft in which it is lighted, while it difperfes a chearing 
warmth around, 





Brotherly Fidelity exemplified. 
A the beginning of the 16th century the Portugueze 


carracks failed from Lifbon to Goa; a very great, rich, 
and flourifhing colony of that nation in the Eaft-Indies. 
‘There were no Jlefs than twelve hundred fouls, mariners,- 
merchants, paffengers, priefts, and friars, on board one of 
thefe veffels. The beginning of their voyage was profpe- 
rous, they had doubled the Southern extremity of the great 
continent of Africa, called the Cape of Good Hope, and 
were fhaping their courfe North-Eaft, to the great continent 
of India, when fome gentlemen on board, who having 
ttudied geography and navigation (arts that reflect honeur 
on the poffeflors) found in the latitude, in which they were 
then failing, a large ridge of rocks Jaid down in their fea- 
charts. “hey had no fooner made this difcovery, than they 
acquainted the captain of the fhip with the affair, defiring 
him to communicate the fame to the pilot; which requett 
he immediatcly gratified, recommending him to lie by in the 
night, and flacken fail by day, until they fhould be patt the 
danger. It isa cuftom always among the Portugueze, ab- 
folutely to commit the failing part, or the navigation of the 
veilel, to the pilot, who is anfwerable, with his head, for 
the fafe conduct or carriage of the king’s fhips, or thofe 
belonging to private traders ; and he is under no manner of 
direction trom the captain, who communds in every other 
sefpect. " 


The 
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The pilot being one of thofe felf-fufficient men, who think 
every hint given them from others, in the way of their pros 
feffion, as derogatory from their underftanding, took it as 
an affront to be taught his art; and, inftead of complying 
with the captain’s requeft, actually crowded more fail than 
the vefiel had carried before, They had not failed many 
hours, but juft about the dawn of day a terrible difafter befel 
them, which would have been prevented if they had lain 
by. The fhip ftruck upona rock, I leave to the reader’s 
imagination, what a fcene of horror this dreadful accident 
oe occafion among twelve hundred perfons, all in the fame 
inevitable danger; beholding, with fearful aftonifhment, that 
inftantaneous death, which now ftared them in the face! 

In this diftrefs, the captain ordered the pinnace to be 
launched, into which having tofled a fmall quantity of bif- 
cuit, and forme boxes of marmalade, he jumped himfelf, 
with ninetcen others, who, with their fwords, prevented the 
coming in of any more, left the boat fhou'd fink. In this 
condition they put off into the great Indian ocean, without 
a compafs to fteer by, or any frefh water, but what might 
happen to fall from the heavens, whofe mercy alone could 
deliver them. After they had rowed four days, to and fro, 
in this miferable fituation, the captain, who had been for 
fome time very fick and weak, died: this added, if poffible, 
to their mifery; for as they now fell into confufion, every 
one would govern, and none would obey. This obliged 
them to cleét one of their own company to command them, 
whofe orders they implicitly agreed to follow. ‘This perfon 
propofed tothe company to draw lots, and to caft every fourth 
man over board; as their fmall flock of provifion was fo far 
fpent, as not to be able, at a very fhort allowance, to fuftain 
life above three days longer. They were now nineteen 
perfons in all; in this number were a friar and a carpenter, 
both of whom they would exempt, as the one was uferul to 
abiolve and comfort them in their la{t extremity, and the 
other to repair the pinnace, in cai¢ of a leak or other acci- 
dent. The fame compliment they paid to their new captain, 
he being the odd man, and his lite of much confequence. 
He refuted this indulgence a great while, but, at latt, they 
obliged him to acquiefce ; fo that ther¢-were four to die out 
o! the fixteen remaining perfons. 

The three firft, after having confefled, and received abfo- 
lution, fubmitted to their fate. The fourth, whom fortune 
condemned, was a Portugueze gentleman, that had a younger 
brother in the boat, who feeing him about to be thrown 
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over board, moft tenderly embraced him, and with tears in 
his eyes, befought him to let him die in his room ; entorc- 
ing his arguments, by telling him, that he was a married 
man, and had a wife and children at Goa, befides the 
of three fit ters, gene abfolutely depended upon him: that 
as for himfelf, he was fingle, and his life ot no vicat im- 
portance 5 he ther lowe conjured him to fuffer him to fupply 
his place. The elder brother aftonifhed, and meltine with 
this generoi fity, replied, © that fince the divine providence: 
* had P appointed him to fuffer, it would be wicked and unjutt 
‘to permit any other to die for him, etpecially a brother, 
‘to whom he was fo infinitely obliged.” The youarer, 
perfifting in his purpofe, would take no denial: but, throw- 
Ine himfelf on his knees, held his brovher fo fat, that the 
company could not difenga; ge them. ‘hus they diiputed 
for a while, the elder brother bidding him be a father to 
his chibdous, and recommended his wiie to his protection 
and as he would inherit his eftate, to take care of their 
common fifters: but all he could fay could not make the 
younger defift, “This was a fcene of tendernets, that mutt 
fill any breaft, fufceptible of generous impreflions, with pity. 
At laft, the con ftancy of the elder brother yielded to tlic 
piety of the other; he anpeiees and fuffered the gallant 
youth to fupply his place, who being caftinto the fea, and 
agood fwimmer, foon got to the ftern of the pinnace, and 
laid hold of the rudder “with his right-hand, which bein: 
perceived by one of the failors, he cut off the hand with a 
cutlafs; then dropping into the fea, he caught azain hold 
with his left, which received the fame fate by a fecond 
blow; thus difmembered of both hands, he made a fhift, 
notwithftanding, to keep himfelf above water with his feet, 

id two flumps, which he held, bleeding upwards 

“Phe moving fpectacle fo raifed the pity of the whole 
companys that they cried out, * heis but one man, let us 
‘endeavour to fave his life,’ ‘“ he was accordingly taken 
into the boat; where he had his hands bound up as weil 

he place and circumitances would permit. been rowed 
| that night, and next morning, when the fun arole, as if 
leaven would reward the gutantry and piety of this young 
lan, they deferied land, which proved to bethe mountains 
Mozambique, in Rete, not far f.om a Portugueze colony, 
hither they all fatel a a where they remained, until] 
le next fhips from Lit 1 palicd by, and carried them to 
(soa; at which city sere ane a writer of cood credit and 
ticem, ailures usy that he himicly faw them land, fupped 
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with the two brothers that very night, beheld the younger 
with his ftumps, and had the {tory from both their mouths be 
as well as from the reft of the company. 





Difference between Vanity and Pride 


RIDE and vanity are terms often ufed indifcrimi nately ; 

for they feem to be fo nearly allied, that it requires 
more than ordinary difcernment to mark the diftance which 
divides them. 

Neverthelefs an acute obferver can perceive effential dif- 
ferences between them: and though they may fometimes 
arife from the fame principle, yet the eftects they produce 
are extremely various and diftina. 

A vain man is fludious to catch applaufe, by a forward 
difplay of pret ead excellencies which he arrogates, either 
wholly or perhaps to a degree, without juft title. to fupport 
his claim: a proud man, on the other hand, challenges ree 
{pect from a con{cioufnefs of latent merit, without even 
deigning to difcover the grounds of his pretenfions, to every 
one from whom he exacts the tribute. 

The proud man therefore is generally diftant and referved; 
the vain man is familiar and communicative. The proud 
man is the beft friend; the vain man is the beft companion. 
The proud man has the moft good nature ; the vain man has 
the moft good humour. 

It is fufficient for the vain man that he is admired by the 
prefent circle which furrounds him; he weighs the impor- 
tance of his admirers by the fcale of felf love; and if they 
condefcend to extol him, he blindly confers excellence on 
them. 

But the proud man often views the circle about him with 
fullen contempt, and difdains to receive applaufe but from 
thofe who deferve it themifelves. It is not the tribute, but 
the tributary which eratifies the delicacy of his ambition. 

It is owing to the differcnce of temperature, that the 
former is gen oe pleated in all companies: whereas the 
latter finds fatisfacticn but in few. ‘he one is fatisfied 
with his own imaginary perfections, and delighted with every 

e who rates, Or ap pears to rate his merit, according to his 
own eltimate; the other, though confcious of dif tinguifhed 
worth, 1s neverthelels fenfible of his defects, and dif foufted 
with the indifcriminate zeal of vulgar eulogium. 
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To thefe different degrees of felf-fatisfa@tion it may per- 
h2 Ips be owing that the vain man has generally the moft 
lively ima gination; the proud man the mott folid’ judg ment. 
When the mind is imprefled with an opinion of its own 
perfection, imagination takes it’s full play, and may be 
indulged to the ‘utmott extent of wantonnefs: but when we 
become fenfible of our own d feéts, thofe lively fallics are 
re(trained by our continued efforts towards more folid im- 
provement ; and however we may take pride in being haperion 
to others, yet it is fuffictent to fup} sxrefs our vani ty, that 
we are inferior to ourfelves; that is, to our own ideas of 
excellence. 

The vain man therefore has moft power to amufe; the 
proud man has generally the beft talents to inflru&. But, 
as thoufands court amufement, for one who folicits inftruc- 
tion, the former is beit calculated to thrive in the world, 
while the latter has the beft title to it’s encouragement. 
The one entertains you by exerting his whole ftrength to 
prepoflefs you with an opinion of ‘his CKCEERCE 5 while 
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iaias keep you at a diftance, by concealing his talents 
he is convinced that your judgment is worthy of re- 
gard, 

The vain man may be faid to covet renown; the proud 
man to feek reputation. To be diftinguifhed, is the am- 
bition of the former; to deferve diitinétion, is the pride of 
om latter. The one, fo that he gains the end in VIEW, is 

frequently not over-nice in the means of o! taining it: but 
itis not fufficient for the other to reach the propofed ul- 
timate, unlefs he can attain it by means which are honour- 
able and juftifiable in his own opinion. 

A vain man is often betrayed into a littlenefs of fpirit, and 
fometimes Jed into moral turpitude trom an eager defire of 
being thought important: while the proud man often feems 
deficient in worldly fagacity, and a proper attention to in- 

re{t, from areal magnanimity of foul. 

“Tos an imbecility of intelleéts in the ones 0 often corrupts 
virtues of the heart; while, in the other, a greatnels of 
mind is often mittaken for a defect of underftanding. 

But however the real fuperiority refts on the fide of the 

tter, it will, from the wrong appreheations of the” multi- 

ley be generally attributed to the former. Light and 
vriamental qualifications are more univerfally engaging, ther 
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ep and folid endowments: every man is captivated with 


Waat is agreeable, but few can difcern what is juff. 
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Add to this, that occafions of fhewing the leffer accom- 

plifhments continually occur, whereas an opportunity of 
ay laying thofe fuperior qualities feldom offers. Thus it 
often happens, that the proud man lives in obfcurity, with 
a deeree of latent merit, which might illuftrate an exalted 
{tation ; while the vain man is brought forward in the 
world, and often made ridiculous by his promotion. 

If the extremes of the two characters could be happily 
blended together, they might form a difpofition at once : aprec- 
able and refpectable : if the one was lef forward, and the 
other more affable, both might become engaging. 

It is obferv: ible, = it thefe different qualities are often the 
foundation of 1 ial dittinctions. Thus, with refpeét to 
oe Fr weer and us; they are vain, we are proud. 


r enemies t 


sanity gives them a becoming opennefs and grace of 


deportment; while from excefs of pride, we contract 
awkward bafhtulnefs and fullen autleriry of manners: our 
jhecpifh referve is often crroneoufly imputed to intelleCtual 
incapacity, while their forward prefumption is miftaken for 

Wiliy. 

but ir they excell us in grace, we furpafs them in virtue. 
they are pelite and good- ‘tonal ured, we are good-natured 
id fincere. Good-humour fhews itfelf in the countenance, 
gad often fimiles there alone: good-nature refides in the 
heart, and makes all placid within. The man who can 
command good- humour, often {miles with the companion, 
whom he amufes without any difpofition to ferve him; the 
in endued wih good-nature, on the contrary, will affit 

friend, whom he has not talents to divert or entertain. 
be azreeable to all, is feldom 
warmly attached to any: pride, which is morofe to the 
multitude, embraces the tew with cordial affe&tion. Such is 
(ue condition of human nature, that exterior grace with in- 
ternal worth are rarely united in the fame perion. The one 
in the world, which is not the feminary of 
cris to be acquired in the clofet, which is not 

nels. 

vrow | familiar with the world, for the moft part 
@acy {well with vanity, and become tainted with folly and 
tullacy; they impcofe upon themfelves, and deceive others. 
In proportion as they are abftracted from it, they too often 


increaic their pride, but ally improve their underfland- 
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jiz and integrity. Sotcidom, alas! do morals and manners 
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Vanity, which endeavours to 
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HAVE a long time bore the character of an Epicurean, and 

a ftrict follower of that philofophy ; therefore I take this 
opportunity of vindicating myfelf. lam fo far from thinking 
that pleafure ought to be made the chief purfuit of life, as the 
Epicureans think, that I am of opinion a conftant application 
to its allurements would naturally root out the force of reafon 
and reflection: and the man that buys his fatisfaétion at the 
expence of duty or difcretion, is fure to overpurchafe : for 
when virtue is facrificed to appetite, repentance muft follow ; 
and that is an uneafy pafion. All unwarrantable delights have 
an ill farewell, and deftroy thofe that are greater; and the main 
reafon why we have reftraints put upon us is, becaufe an un- 
bounded liberty would undo us. Befides, pleafure, when it is 
a man’s chief purpofe, difappoints itfelf; and the conftant ap- 
plication to it palls the faculty of enjoying it. I believe, really, 
there is more fatigue in a round of circulary and continued 
pleafures, than in the profecution of bufinefs and affairs: the 
enjoyments we purfue grow ftaler in the pofleffion ; and when 
we have run through thern, leave us flat and infipid, {pent and 
over-laboured. It is a patie inference, therefore, ind hence, 
that pleafure can only be fo, when purfued with moderation. 
As far as health is kept up, and melancholy difchar rged, by thele 
amufements, they 7 be tolerable enou oh withina rule. The 
end, therefore, of pleaf fure is to fupport the offices of life, to 
relieve the fatigue of bufinefs, and to reward a regular action. 
Pieafure and recreation of one kind or other are abfolutely ne- 
cellary to relieve our minds and bodies from too conitant at- 
tention and labour. Inceed, the ufe of wifdom ftands in tem- 
pering our pleafures. “There are fome fo rig rid, or fo timorous, 
that they avoid all diverfions, and dare not but abandon lawful 
delights, for fear of offending: Theie are hard tutors, if not 
tyrants, to themfelves, and whilft the cy pretend a ovtiiied 
ftrictnefs, are injurious to their own liberty, and to the liberality 
of their maker. bt fhould jearn, firft, by a juft furvey, to 
know the due and lawful bounds or ple ifure, and then beware 
either to zo beyond a known boundary, or, in the licence of 
our defires, remove it. But a man fhould not abfain from the 
appearances of mirth and pleafantry, for fear of being thoughe 
a carnal man, or a fpendthrift: Ic is entertaining wrong noti- 
ons of things, out of a fuperttitious fear; as if mirth wa 
for ihn and chearfulnefs of heart denied thofe who a; 
the on! v pe: fous {haat Dave a LOpei © tO i. It is not the 
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bufinefs of virtue or religion to extirpate the affections of the 
mind, but regulate them: they may modetate or reftrain, but 
were not defigned to banifh gladnefs from the heart of man. 

‘True religion “and virtue contraéts the circle of our pleafures, 
but leaves it wide enough for her votaries to expatiate in. The 
practice of true religion and virtue are, in their own nature, fo 
far from excluding all gladnefs of heart, that they are perpetyal 
fources of it. In a word, the true fpirit of virtue and religion 
clears, as well as compofes, the foul; it banifhes, indeed, all 
levity of behaviour, all vicious and diffolute mirth ; but in ex- 
change fills the mind with perpetual ferenity, uninterrupted 
chearfulnefs, and an habitual inclination to pleafe others, as well 
as to be pleafed in itfelf. If men would live (faid a learned 
divine) as religion requires they fhould do, the world would be a 
quiet habitation : And the true reafon why the focieties of men 
are fo full of tumult and diforder, is, becaufe there is fo little 
true religion among them. So that if it were not for fome re- 
mainders of piety and virtue, which are yet fcattered amongit 
mankind, human fociety would, in a fhort time, difband and 
run into confulion ; the earth would grow wild aad become a 
great foreft ; and men would turn beafts of prey one towards 
another. Juvenal fays, ** Indecent feuds and hoftilities have 
“© been, of old, the reproach of human kind ;” and Mr, Dry- 
den has fome lines to this purpofe : 


O wretched man! in what a mift of life, 
Inclos’d with dang»rs, and with noify ftrife, 

He fpends his little fpan! and overfeeds 

His cramm’d defires with more than nature needs, 
For nature wifely {tints our appetite, 

And craves no move than undifturb’d delight ; 
Which minds, unmix’d with cares and rears, obtain, 
A foul ferene, a body void of pain. 





On Gratitude 


A ingratitude is one of the blackeft and moft odious crimes, 
‘h that human frailty is fubjeét to, fo on the reverfe, grati- 
tude is incomparably the moft ‘amiabl e of all the virtues. She 
is the very firit excellence we are capable of; fhe is the per- 
fection of childhood, fhe takes her rife fiam the low foun- 
dation of artlefs innocence and fimplicity, and yet reaches by 
degrees to the heaven of heavens. She is the moft natura, 
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and confequently the moft eafy and obvious of all our duties. 
Her incenie, though the moft refined imaginable, is the mot 
attainable and the readieft at hand; for it is that of acknow- 
ledgment, praife, and thankfgiving.—In a word, fhe is an 
ornament to angels, being herfelf one of the brightelt of them: 
fhe is the quinteflence of goodnefs, and the delight of the 
almighty. On this fubject (for it is a glorious onc) we could 
dwell to the end of time. It is abfolutely inexhauitible, every 
object in nature putting a generous man in mind of her; in 
fine, her excellencies, like blofloms on an old fruit-tree, make 
her appear graceful for her novelty, at the fame time that fhe 
is venerable tor her antiquity. 





Of a Deadly Vapour. 


N the laying up a fhip at Rochefort, after her voyage, a 

failor having open’d a cafk fill’d with fea-water, which 
had been imprudently clofe ttopped, he was immediately {truck 
down ftiff and dead, by a vapour iffuing from it; and fix of 
his mates, who wete further off the cafk, but in the fame 
hold or cabbin were thrown down, loft their fenfes, and were 
convulfed. ‘The furgeon major upon entering the hold was 
feized in like manner. ‘Thefe being drawn out of this in- 
feéted place, as foon as they took frefh air, recovered life. 
But the corps of the firft was greatly fwelled and black, and 
the blood iffued from the mouth, nofe, and ears, and was 
already fo putrified that it was not pollible to open him. 





Of the miferies of the left flage of Life. 


HE moft indifferent, or negligent fpectator, can indeed 

fcarcely retire without heavinefs of heart, from a view of 
the laft feenes of the tragedy of life, in which he finds thofe 
who in the former parts of the drama were diftinguifhed b 
oppofition of conduét, contrariety of defigns, and diffimilitude 
of perfonal qualities, all involved in one common diftrefs, and 
all ftruggiing with affliction which they cannot hope to over- 
come, 

All the other miferies, which way-lay our paflage through 
the world, wifdom may efcape, and fortitude may conquer : 
by caution and circum{pection we may fteal along with very 
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little to obftruét or incommode us; by fpirit and vigour we 
may force aways and reward the vexations of contett by the 
pleafures of viGtory. But there is a time when all our policy 
and our bravery ‘will be equally ufelefs, when we fhall all 
fink into he! Iplefinefs and fadne(s, without any power of re- 
ceiving folace from the pleafures which have former tly delighted 
us, or any emerging into a fecond pofieflion of the bleffings 
which we have loft. 

The induftry of man has, indeed, not been wanting in en- 
deavours to procure comfort for thefe hours of dejection and 
melancholy, and to gild the dreadful gloom with artificial 
light. The moft ufual fupport of old age is wealth. He 
whofe pal {feffions are large, and whofe chefts are full, imagines 
himfelf always fortified againft invafions on his authority, and 
fecure, at lea(t, from open infult and apparent contempt. If 
he has loft all other means of government, if his frength and 
his reafon fail him, he can, at “Teaft, alter his will ; and there- 
fore all that have hopes mutt likewife have fears, and he may 
{till continue to give laws to fuch as have not ceafed to regard 
their own interett. 

This, indeed, is too frequently the citadel of the dotard, the 
Jaft fortrefs to which age retires, and in which he makes the 
ftand againft the upftare race, who is perpetually feizing his 
domains, difputing his commands, and cancelling his prefcrip- 
tions. But here, though there may be fafety, there is no plea- 
fure ; and what remains is but a proof, that more was once 
poffefied. 

Nothing feems to have been more univerfally dreaded by the 
ancients than orbity, or want of children ; and indeed, toa 
man who has furvived all the companions of his youth, all who 
have participated his pleafures and his cares, have been engaged 
in the fame affairs, interefted in the fame events, and filled 
their minds with the fame conceptions, this full-peopled world 
is a difmal folitude. He ftands forlorn and filent, negleéted or 
infulted, in the mid{t of multitudes, animated with hopes which 
he cannot fhare, and employed in bufinefs which he is no longer 
able to follow or retard, and finds none to whom his life or 
death are of importance, unlefs he has fecured fome domettic 
gratifcations, fume tender conpmopeneats, and endeared himfelf 
to fome, whole interelt and gratitude may unite it to them. 

So diflerent ave the c slours of life, as we look forward to 
the future, or backward to the palit; and fo different the opi- 
nions and fentiments which this contrariety of appearance na- 
turally produces, that the co nverfation of the old and young 
ends generatly with contempt or pity on either fide. Toa 
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young man entering the world, with fullnefs of hope and ar- 
dour of purfuit, nothing is fo unpleafing as the cold caution, 
the faint expectations, the {fcrupulous diffidence which experi- 
ence and difappointments certainly infufe; and the old man 
wonders that the world can never grow wifer ; that neither pre- 
cepts, nor teftimonies, can cure boys of their credulity and 
fuficiency ; and that not one can be convinced that {nares are 
laid for him, till he finds himfelf entangled. 

Thus one generation is always the fcorn and wonder of the 
other, and the notions of the old and young are like liquors of 
different gravity and texture which never can unite. ‘The {pi- 
rits of youth, fublimed by health, and volatilifed by paffion, 
foon leave behind them the phlegmatic fentiment of warinets 
and deliberation, and burft out in temerity and enterprife. The 
tendernefs therefore which nature infufes, and which long ha- 
bits of beneficence confirm, is neceflary to reconcile fuch op 
polition ; and an old man muft be a father to bear with patience 
thofe follies and abfurdities, which he will perpetually imagine 
himfelf to find in the fchemes and expectations, the pleafures 
and the forrows, of thofe who have not yet been hardened by 
time, and chilled by fruftration. 

Yet it may be doubted, whether the pleafure of feeing chil- 
dren ripening in ftrength and importance, be not over-bal- 
lanced by the pain of feeing fome fall in the bloflom, and others 
blafted in their growth; fome fhaken down by ftorms, fome 
tainted with cankers, and fome fhrivelled in the fhade; and 
whether he that extends his care beyond himfelf, does not mul- 
tiply his anxieties more than his pleafures, and weary him(elf 
to no purpofe by fuperintending what he cannot regulate. 

But though age be to every order of human being fufficiently 
terrible, it is particularly to be dreaded by fine ladies, who have 
had no other end or ambition, than to fill up the day and the 
night, with drefs, diverfions, and flattery; and who having 
made no fort of acquaintance with knowledge or bufinefs, have 
conftantly caught all their ideas from the current prattle of the 
hour, and been indebted for all their happinefs to compliments 


and treats. With thefe ladies age begins early, and very often * 


lafts long; it begins when their beauty fades, when their 
mirth lofes its fprightlinefs, and their motion its eafe : from that 
time all that gave them joy vanifhes from about them; they 
hear the praifes beftowed on others, which ufed to fwell their 
bofoms with exultation. They vifit the feats of felicity, and 
endeavour to continue the habit of being delighted, but plea- 
fure is only received when we believe that we give it in return ; 
and neglect and petulance foon inform them that their power 
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and their value is paft; and what then remains but a tedious 
and comfortlefs uniformity of time, without any motion of the 
heart, or exercite of the reafon? 

Yet, however age may difcourage us by its appearance from 
confideiing it in profpeét, we fhall all by degrees certainly be 
old; and therefore we ought to enquire, what provifion can be 
made againft that time of diftrefs ? what happinefs can be ftored 
up againft the winter of life? that how we may pafs our latter 
years with ferenity and chearfulnefs ? 

It has been found by the experience of mankind, that no 
feafon of life is able to fupply itfelf with fufficient gratifications, 
without anticipating uncertain felicities, it cannot furely be 
fuppofed, that old age, worn with labours, harrafled with anx- 
ieties, and tortured with difeafes, fhould have any gladnefs of 
its own, or feel any fatisfa@ion from the contemplation of the 
prefent. All the comfort that can now be expected, muft be 
recalled from the paft, or borrowed from the future; the patt 
is too often very foon exhaufted, and the future lics beyond the 
grave, where it can be reached only by virtue and devotion, 

Piety, then, is the only proper and adequate relief of decay- 
ing man, fince the woild can give no farther profpects. And 
he, therefore, that grows old without religious hopes, as hede- 
clines into imbecility, and feels pains and forrows inceflantly 
crowding upon him, falls into a gulph of bottomlefs mifery, in 
which every reflection muft plunge him deeper, and where he 
finds only new gradations of anguifh, and precipices of horror. 





Jo the PRINTER. 

SIR, 
oe: only account I fhall give with regard to myfelf is, 

that [ am a fellow in one of the colleges in the univerfity 
of Cambridge. My father very lately fent me down into the 
fens to make love to a young lady who is miftrefs of a very 
confiderable fortune, where I difcovered, to my no fmal! morti- 
fication, that all my learning hitherto has taught me nothing 
that deferves comparifon with the univerial knowledge that 1 
met with in that difcreet and profound family. Not heaven 
alone, but earth, air, fire, water, birds, beafts, ftocks, ftones, 
every part of the ftill or moving, mute or fpeaking creation, 
has contributed to the erudition of my more than accomplifhed 
miftre(s. All things have been laid open to her, if not in their 
natures, I am fure [ may fay in their meanings. In fhort, af- 
ter thice days unfyccefsful endeavours ta fathom my fate ne 
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regard to this infallible lady, I am came back to my college al- 
mott too humble to wifh for the pofieflion of a blefling fo un- 
common. 

At my firft coming I was received by an old maiden aunt, 
who is miftrefs of the ceremonies to the lady I was recommend- 
ed to; fhe furprifed me with a declaration that fhe knew of m 
coming, before fhe received my father’s letter: I faid 1 thought 
it had been a fecret, but fhe affured me that I had been hang- 
ing for a whole week paft, on one of the bars of the kitchen 
chimney. Not being entirely enlighted as to the authority of 
this dark prognoftic, I was preparing to afk a queftion or two, 
but was fcared out of the intention by a melancholy denunci- 
ation, that my father would not live to fee the match come to 
perfection ; for this good lady had, the night before this letter 
was brought to her, feen it coming in both her candles with a 
winding fheet juft over againft it. I bowed with a becoming 
forrow, ani received the prophecy with all that reverence which 
was duc to fo extraordinary a reafon. This won her toa warmth 
ia my inrereft, and fhe would carry me, without ceremony, to 
furprife her niece ia the garden, where fhe was viliting her 
orange trees in the green-houfe. We were got as forward on 
this pleafing journey as to the outfide of the garden door, when 
fome or other of thofe bufy powers who envy lovers thcir pro- 
pofed enjoyments, put it into the old lady’s feet to ‘tumble over 
the threfhold; upon which fhe turned back in-a fright, and 
pufhed me in again with fuch care and kindnefs, that I can ne- 
ver fufficiently thank her; fince if 1 had gone on after fuch an 
ominous warning, and met my miftrefs in an unlucky minute, 
all the world, it feems, from that time forward, could never 
have made it poffible for me to come near her in a lucky one. 

She overtook us, however, as foon as we were got back into 
the parlour, and broke in upon me with fuch a flafh of charms, 
that as I faluted her I was ftruk dumb with rapture; out of 
which I recovered in time to over-hear her tell the old lady, as 
fhe was paffing round her toa chair, that it was not | that had 
drawn open her curtains, when the bride-cake was put under 
her pillow. I was not yet fkillful enough to know what good 
or ill this boded me: but before we were fully feated, a new 
misforgune had befallen us. My Clarinda’s chair tumbled back- 
ward, upon which fhe declared to me with the prettieft refigna- 
tionin the world, that fhe was not to be lady mayorefs this 
year, but had patience to fupport herfelf under all fuch difap- 
pointments. Being now got into perfeét compofure, I tegan 
to find that I was looking filly. So I fighed three times, and 
intormed her, as well as 1 could, of the great refpect my father 
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had for the family. And Clarinda, on her part, had opened 
her fan to its full extent, and was looking down upon it in the 
proper attitude, and telling the fticks with both fingers, when 
the aunt interrupted me with a groan (that had been unluckily 
occafioned by my naming my father) and confirmed her former 
remark of the winding-fheet by a death’s head fhe had found 
out in the fire. As great misfortunes feldom come fingle, a 
malicious coal in the fhape of a coffin flew juft then to Cla- 
rinda’s feet, who turned pale, and took it up betwixt her finger 
and thumb, and after throwing it behind her over the lett 
fhoulder, corroborated her aunt’s evidence by a death-watch 
that had kept her waking: by the howling of a dog all night 
long ; and by a deep grave that he had fcratched up at the foot 
of a rofemary bufh, exactly under her window. 

And now their eyes being turned on me, as if they expected 
my opinion, I gave it them very gravely, that thefe things had 
fomewhat in them; and it was happy for me that ! faid no lefs, 
for an old family fervant, with a fober mournful face, having 
heard part of the difcourfe, while he was bufy about the fire, 
very difmally confirmed our terrors by three proofs, which were 
ftronger than all. Firft, by the fqueaking of a weafel, that 
had met him upon the cellar ftairs. Secondly, by a hole that 
the rats had gnawed in the back of his beft livery; and thirdly, 
by a ftrange dream that Mrs. Sufan the chambermaid had been 
almoft frightened out of her wits by, about wet clothes, three 
minifters, ripe fruit, and rofegin blofom. After all which, to 
put it abfolutely out of doubt, and convince us that fomebody 
would die fhortly, he fhewed us on one of his hands a dirty 
yellow fpot, which the thumb of his other (as he fhook his head 
and obferved to us) was not broad enough to cover, and this 
they all agreed:-was no better than a death-mould, and mutt 
mean fomething. 

In the midft of threfe miferies, I had very little to fay for my- 
felf, having been put out of a premeditated fpeech, which I had 
been inventing during my whole journey ; but as gocd luck 
would have it, the tea came in to my relief, and the firft difh 
that had the bleffing to approach Ciarinda’s lips was fo richly 
covered with money bags, floating in white circles all over the 
furface, that gaiety took place of melancholy. A little fpider 
too was fo kind as to fpin down good luck into her lap (which 
methought did me no harm) nay, I became on a fudden fo 
happy, that her elbow declared in my favour, and her aunt put 
her to the blufh, by obferving fhe muft change her bedfellow. 
But let no man be too much in hatte to conclude that he is happy. 
My triumph was dafhed at once, by a difcovery that —— 
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childermafs-day. After which my miftrefs faid no more, but 
that nothing would come to good that was begun on that worft 
day of the year. So her teeth ached moft prodigioufly; fhe 
was forry fhe could be no company, and took her leave of us 
till next morning. In fine, it is impoffible to conceive what an 
infinite variety of notices, impulfes, and prognoftics outward 
and inward, thefe ladies directed their conduct by. In my three 
days ftay (which I thought enough for my firit vifit) I could 
learn nothing with any certainty of what I fought chiefly to 
know; but was edified above meafure in the occult fciences of 
the family. I fhould never have done were I to let you into 
the virtues of rofes gathered on.midfummer night ; of hempfeed 
fown and mown in the dark, on graves of a country church- 
yard ; of patching a pretty face with apple kernels ; of cutting 
the nails faiting ; of twifting the garter in nine knots round a 
bed-poft ; of a certain hair that you may find in your fhoe the 
firft time you hear the cukoo; and athoufand other deep dif- 
coveries which I have made in this delightful journey, and which 
have put me quite out of conceit with my former ftudies ; fince 
after having laboured to be wife fo many years in a college, I 
found myfelf little better than a fool, as often as 1 came into my 
miftrefs’s company. 





An Effey on Amity. 


MIT Y is a union of hearts by the means of virtue 
and merit, confirmed by a certain refemblance and 
conformity of manners; for as friendfhip ought to be 
conftant and inviolable, none are qualified to be friends, but 
perfons of virtue. A brilliant wit, with folid and agreeable 
talents, may gain upon our efteem, but they have no right 
to our friendfhip, unlefs they are accompained with virtue. 
It is therefore effential that we do not confound the jargon 
of the world with the language of the heart, nor blend the 
fuperficial manners of men with their real characters. 

It is moft certain that friendfhip is a thing not to be known 
or proved ina day, therefore caution and management are 
neceffary in the choice of our friends; and we mutt not de- 
liver ourfelves up upon a flight acquaintance. Friendfhips 
fuddenly formed, commonly end as foon as they are began. 
If we would preferve our friends long, we mutt be long in 
forming our friendfhips; this precaution is the more neceflary 
becaufe the world will judge of us by eur friends: we in 
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fome meafure prefent ourfelves to the world, and give our 
own pictures, in the choice of our fricnds. 

One of the chief obligations of friendfhip, is, to coms 
municate fome fecret charm to every thing that happens in the 
life of a friend, whether good or bad; fomething that may 
leffen the fenfe of the bad, and raife the fenie of the good; 
fo that no misfortune may le infupportable, nor any pleafure 
may be loft to him. 

The duties of friendfhip are not confined to this alone; it 
confifts alfo in fetting us right in our notions, in correcting 
our falfe fteps, in favouring our enterprizes, in making us 
moderate in our fuccefles, and in fupporting us in advertity. 

We ought to find, in true friendihip, the fafety of good 
council, the emulation of good example, comfort to our 
griets, fupport in our neceffities, and a multiplication of all 
pleafures. We muft excufe the faults of our friends; for 
to expect that our friends fhall have no faults, is as much as 
to refolve to love no perfon whatfoever. 

If the reputation of our friends is attacked in their ab- 
fence, we muft engage in their defence. If they are pre- 
fent, we ought to have the courage to reprehend them for 
their faults. Wee fhould go fo far, fometimes, as to make 
ufe of reproaches ; for reproaches are a debt which friendfhip 
muft fometimes pay; but they muft never be made ufe of 
but upon very good foundation, and always with modera- 
tion. Pleafantry or raillery fhould never be carried too 
far with any perfon whatfoever. To pretend to wit, at 
the expence of friendfhip, is pretending to it at the expence 
of good nature. 

Amongft true friends there muft be no fuch thing as 
diftruft; there muft be no fecrets, except thofe which have 
been confided to you by a third perfon, which is a facred 
truft you are not to make ufe of upon any account what- 
foever. 

It is certain we fhould be very frank and open to our 
friends; but the beft way is, if poffible, to do nothing but 
what you might difcover even to an enemy. You fhould 
be your own firft confident, but, at the fame time, live in a 
continual diftruft of yourfelf. 

Let the ties of friendfhip be ever fo ftrict, yet they have 
their bounds, and they muft be fubfervient to three principal 
duties, 

We are all born fubject to certain obligations; we owe 
a duty to God, to our country, and laft of all to our family. 


All the good of fociety is included in the exact obfervance 
of 
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ef thefe duties ; and 2l] nations, by an unanimous confent, 
agree to be fubject to them; and thefe form what we call 
a natural right. 

Thefe fevera! dutics have their different degrees; thofe of 
friendfhip are in the laft rank. As creatures we belong to 
our great creator; as fubjects, to the ftate: and as men to 
eur fami y. We are born creatures, fubjects, and kinfinen; 
but we become friends.x—-We came into the world, charged 
with thefe firft debts, © .ich we are obliged to pay ; pre- 
ferable to thofe which we contract by our own choice. 








Riches not always a Bleffing. 
RIPUS, pofleffed of fome little fortune of his own, 


which his having increafed by means of a moft mifera~ 
bly penurious difpofition, proved an inducement to as great 
amifer as himfelf, to bequeathe him, by will, his whole 
fortune, amounting to upwards “tf ten thoufand pounds, 
chargeable with only one legacy, of forty fhillings, to the 
poor of the parifh where he died—An act of charity, by 
which it is probable he thought he fhould atone for leaving 
the reft entirely from his own family and legal claimants. 

Gripus however, who could not endure the thoughts of 

arting with even this fmall portion of his departed friend's 
caine | deftroyed the will, and forged another; but having 
the whole direction of the interment, and being in _poffeffion 
of the body, put apen into the hand of the corpfe, and 
guiding it fo as to write the name of the deceafed, had 
witnefles ready to produce, who fhould fwear they faw the 
faid will figned by the teftator’s own hand.---Whether it 
was confcience, or a deficiency of fufficient bribery, however, 
that opened the mouths of the witnefles afterwards, I know 
not; but Gripus had not long been in pofleffion, when the 
truth of this affair became buzzed about, and the heirs at 
law determined to controvert the will. 

On this occafion Gripus was obliged to ~have recourfe to 
an attorney of his acquaintance, to whom (after having 
waiked up to London froma village about fifty miles off, 
where he refided on account of the cheapnefs of provifions) 
he paid a vifit late of a Winter-evening.—The lawyer, who 
was juft a going from chambers, told him it was too late to 
converfe on bufinefs, but if he would call on him early in 
the morning, he would then confult with him as to the 
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4.2 Riches not always a Bleffing. 


proper method of proceeding.---They now parted ; but in 
the morning, when the attorney came to his chambers, 
though it was not much more than light, he found Gripus 
jitting on the ftair-cafe leading to the apartments, when, 
expreffing fome furprife at his extraordinary earlinefs, he was 
invormed by his client, that finding himfelf under fhelter, 
and confidering a lodging would have coft him two-pence, 
he had made that place his refidepce during the whole pre- 
ceding night. 

Having now fettled all affairs with his attorney, the law 
duit went on {wimmingly, till, on account of fome neglect 
as to the anfwering of a bill filed againft him, he became 
liable to a decree for contempt of court, and was accordingly 
arrefted.---As affairs of that kind are not eafily compromifed, 
Gripus was obliged to remain in a fpunging-houfe for thirteen 
days, before he could obtain his difcharge. At the expira- 
tion of this term his lawyer went to the place of his con- 
finement, with afum of money in his pocket fufficient as 
he imagined for the payment of fees, and the expences he 
might have incurred in the houfe, when, to his great aftonifh- 
ment, he found that in fo fhort a fpace as thirteen days only, 
his client had run up in a fpunging-houfe the immeafe fur 
of---Thirteen Pence!!! In fhort, a half-pennyworth of 
bread, and a half-pennyworth of water per diem, had been 
the whole of his fubfiftence, excepting fometimes the pickings 
of fifh or flefh bones which he could accidentally find among 
the afhes, thrown there by others of the prifoners, who 
chofe to fare fomewhat better; and as to a bed, it is evident 
from the above-mentioned incident at chambers, it was an 
article of convenience he well knew how to difpenfe with. 

But now to clofe this feene of unparalled avarice 
Covetoufnefs, getting the better of itfelf, and the defire of 
getting fupprefling the fenfe of lofing, Gripus, for the fake 
of faving forty fhillings, fuffered the law to drain from him 
the whole of the fortune he had thus unjuftly acquired, to- 
ether with what he had before accumulated; yet ftill find- 
ing himielf ag diltant as ever from the point he aimed at, 
he at length refolved for once to do an act of juftice, and 
rid himfcif of his cares, and the world ef him, by the cheap 
and ready affiftance of —a haltey, 
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An ealy Guia: through Life. 


_ not the difpenfations of heaven in the fcale of im- 
( perfect and dim-fighted reafon, but be refignant to the 
finger of the Almighty. be quiet under the feeming frowns 
of providence, and the diftributions of the world. Remem- 
ber judements are not fent in vain, nor mercies beftowed 
without commiffion. God always acts for the bett. Repine 
not therefore at thy mortal lot; but always take the prefent 
{tate and the future in connection. Confider this world ts 
not the whole of exiftence; and though thou mayeft want 
thy fhare on this fide the grave, comfort thyfelf ; if thou art 
really pious, thou fhalt have large poffeffions beyond it. 

By this means the intricacies of providence will be more 
eafily reconciled, and the riddles of life foived with lefs dith- 
culty. Confider thy adverfities will foon end, and tay moft 
poignant afflictions have their period. The clouds and dark- 
nefs which now furround and fpread a gloom through all the 
regions of thy breaft, will vanifh at the appearance of day, 
aid be feen no more, when the fun arifeth in her ftrength. [f 

‘hile thy little bark rides on the ocean of this world, rough 
ftorms and contrary blafts alarm thy fears, yet remember the 
voyage is fhort, and the danger will foon be over: and though 
the fkies may darken, and the lowering afpect of the heavens 
terrify and furprife thee, yet be aflured, that brighter {cenes 
will foon blefs thine eyes, and more ferene profpects ravifh 
and delight thy foul; though the waves may roar, and the 
billows appear as mountains, yet winds, ftorms, confufions, 
diforders and death, fhall all confpire to waft thee to the Em- 
pyrean fhores. 

Let the confideration of life’s uncertainty be a continual 
Memento of thy fluctuating condition : acquaint thyfelf with 
the monuments of death, and familiarize thyfelf unto the 
king of terrors. Always keep the omnifcient eye of heaven 
in view in all thy actions, nor let death furprife thee in an 
unprepared hour. Be not like the gofpe] Croefus, who {aid 
unto his foul, My foul, thou haft a fufficient provifion for 
many years ; left the anfwer fhould be returned to thee as it 
was to him, Thou fool, this night thy fou! fhall be required 
of thee! and whofe then iha!l thefe be? Accumulate not 
riches unto thyfelf, neither be thou covetous of large pofleffi- 
ons. Let thy request to heaven be like Agar’s, Give me net- 
ther poverty nor riches. Delivered from the miferics and ri- 
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orous hardflips of the one, thou mayeft live comfortably 
and with fatisfaction, while unembarrafled with the incum- 
brances and perplexities of the other, thy days will glide on 
with the greater ferenity. By mo means imagine temporal 
things certain ; and let their duration be limited in thine own 
mind. Unexpected viciffitudes may turn back the wheels of 
profperity, and fudden changes and four crofles may come 
when they are leaft expected. Place not thercfore thy felicity 
in indurables. nor {tretch out thy hands to grafp at fhadows. 
Build not caftles in the air, nor fix thy hopes on phantoms. 
Prepare for the worft, and keep thyfelf in conftant readinefs 
to war with Adverfity. 

Philip, king of Macedon, ordered a perfon every morning 
to falute him thrice after this manner, ‘* Phileppe homo es, 
« Philip, thou art but a man; that fo being conftantly re- 
minded of the frailty of human life, he might behave towandls 
mortal men as one who was no more than a dying creature 
himfelf. Admoniticns of this nature are very ferviceable, 
and have a happy and natural tendency to promote the in- 
terefts of our immortal concerns. Every thing in nature may 
infly be looked upon as an inftructive leffon of our mortality. 
Life has its bloom ; fome fee its fummer; and what autumn 
leaves behind, the winter of death carries off. We are all 
bound on a voyage to eternity; and there are many dangerous 
rocks we mutt avortd, leit our little barks fhould be dafhed 
in picces. Storms and tempefts will certainly arife ; nor fhall 
we always ride on a calin fea. The thunders will frequently 
found their hoarfe voices over our heads, and the billows tofs 
ns with impetuous force. We are all mariners bound for the 
immortal fhore ; end we muft of neceffity pafs through the 
itreiehts of death before we land on the Empyrean coafts. 

‘The Indian mines, ond their aurous ftores, are fcarce worth 
rfxing the dangers of the ocean, in comparifon of thofe more 
éurable and permanent riches which crown the toils and fuf- 
icrings of the Chriftian, What perfon would negleét fuch 
‘lortous profpects, becaufe a few boifterous winds and adverfe 
b'alts may attend him in his pafflage ? Surely he is undeferving 
of tuch glorious treatures, who ts afraid to hazard a few mo 
mentary and perifhing trifles, for joys of fuch intrinfic value 
and ecernal duration ! 
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Wit and Beauty. 


N that infancy of the world, which the pocts have ftiled the 
golden age, when every meadow wore a perpetual verdure, 
and “honey dropped from every oak ; when the languaze of 
each fwain was conftancy and love, and the eyes of his thep- 
herdefs fpoke nothing but compliance ; when like trees under 
which they fat, the blofloms of benevolence budded in all 
their looks, and at the fame time the fruits of it ripened in all 
their actions; the gods themfelves would often condefcend to 
vifit the earth, and fhare with mankind that happinefs which 
they gave them. Apollo then would have thought it no pu- 
nifhment to tend the herds of Admetus, nor would Vulcan, 
though banithed from heaven, have regretted any thing but his 
lamenefs. One evening, as the former of thele deities was 
wandering through Cyprus, he met by chance with the god- 
cefs of the place ; when, the feafon and ne country infpiring 
him with love, he eloquently urged his amorous tuit. She, 
being under no engagements to the latter, heard him not un- 
delighted ; and, as ihe was utterly unacquainted with artiul 
coynefs and reluctant delays of the moderns, 


- . » to the myrtle bower 
He led her nothing loth. 


The fruits of this interview were two girls; the elde? of 
whom, inheriting the vivacity, fprightlineis and fenfe of A- 
pollo, was called Wit. When the youngeit grew up, the re- 
te:nblance fhe bore to Venus was fo ttriking that it was difi- 
cult to diftinguifh them; and nes bloom was to frefh, her 
complexion fo clear, and all her features fo compleatly rezu- 
lar, that ina full affembly of tne Gods, it was unanim rafly 
agreed, to callher Beauty. After what has been faid. it may 
be ncedlefs to add, that Wit was toe father’ s favourite, and 
Beauty the mother’s. Wit, by her reacyv jokes and innocent 
pleafantry, would frequent! y extort a {mile from Jupiter him 
telf; not but that fhe would fometimes carelefsly play with 
her father’s arrows, to the no fmali hazard of wounding her- 


felf, and thofe that were near her. Beauty was always in 
Waiting at her mother’s toilet, as none of her attendants were 
fo {killed tn the fathions, or knew fo well what head drefs 
fuited her beft, or where a patch would be moft becomin & 
Wit, on the contrary, was to entircly ignorant of all thefe 
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efentials, as fometimes to appear in a gown of her great- 
grand-mother Cybele’s, was in fhort a very floven, and had 
{5 lit le regard to the female minutia, or delicacies of drefs, 

vat Venus ufedoften to tell her, nature had miftaken her 


Theos beauty and wit, led for many years a life of tran- 
ond happinefs among the gods; not but that fome- 
the charms of a mortal would induce them to vifit 
ine earth. Butat laft beauty grew fo vain and conceited of 
her own charms, as openly to jeer atthe other goddeties, 
an} once proceeded fo far as to call Diana a homely prude. 
Wit too was fo flippant with her tongue, as to trantgrels 
the bounds which rallas (who had taken a fort of fancy to 
the girl) had often prefcribed her; nor was fhe a fcrupulous 
obferver of truth, being prevailed on by a female friend 
czlled Slinder, to infinuate to Jupiter an unlikely ftory of a 
blind Grecian (in reality a gallant 6f her own) who, fhe 
told him, was intimate with all the mufes. Many other 
complaints of this kind being daily made, he at length 
banithed them both from Olympus. 

Being fentenced to dwell for ever on the earth, long they 
wandered about, uncertain where they fhould fettie. At 
lafi, through fome mifunderftanding, the filters parted. Wit 
lived for fome time very happy in Greece, ti] the fruitful- 
nfs of the foil and mildnefs of the climate invited her over 
to liuly. There too the dwelt, ftill pleafed and pleafing, 
tili the inte-ruption of the Goths, and the detire of feeing 
her iifler, obliged her to remove. After travelling Jeng in 
fearch of Beauty, fhe arrived at an ifland in the North, 
where, agreeably to her wifhes, at Jeneth fhe found her. 
She found her indeed, but in a fituation fhe by no means 
approved of, furrounded with a crowd of admirers; and 
being taken with a {plendid outfide, of al! the addre‘ics, the 
feemed moit to encourage thofe of a elttering coxcomnb, 
called Wealth. 
entirely abandoned them, Wit {till continued to render them 
ainiabie by the help of her handmaid, Good: Humour, who 
{mootheed every wrinkle, diffufed over their faces a youthiul 
blocm, and made them beloved, even in the decline of }: 
tor tweetneis of temper aiid attability of inanners, erjivoned 
with ealy chearfulnets and innocents mith. 
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In thetr old age, when their mother had 
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ANew SONG. GENTEEL DAMON. 
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POETICAL ESSAYS. 


An ELEGY onthe Death of avery a 
:mible young Lady who died jutt in 
the prime of Life. 


HEN a lov'd 
breath, 
‘Tourn from our arms by cruel death, 
Unceafing fighs, and flowing tears, 
Succeed to anx ous cares and fears : 
What grief a parent’: breaft affails, 
‘To fpeak her woes defcription fails ; 
Her torrows |anguage never can exprefs 
Time may compote Religion make them 
lee. 
But ftill fo great a lofs we muft deplore, 
Such countlefs virtues now exift no moe; 
A daughter dutiful, a fitter kind, 
Fauitlets her form, unblemifh’d was 
mind, 
Cumpaftion, mildnefs, modefty, and truth, 
With fpoticfs innocence adorn'd her youth ; 
Endu‘d with meeknefs to a great degree, 
Good-ienfe, good-nature, and true piety; 
Her manners gentle, eafy and refign’d, 
In her laft i!'nefs patient and refign’d, 
Firm and undaunted met the general doom, 
And calmly funk into her filent tomb. 
‘Thouyh fhe hath left affliéted friends behind, 
Her virtues certain recompence will find ; 
Her foul is foar'd to the abodes of peace, 
To joys unutterable that never ceafe, 
Oh may we follow what we muft rev-re, 
The br ght example that the fet us here! 
‘Then when our great and final period’s nigh, 
As we have hiv'd hke her-----\ike her to 
dye, 


friend refigns her 


her 


Mariana. 


Extempore Verfes addrefled toa 
Child of four Months old. 
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Hope gently wifpers thou wilt be 

A pattern of true piety ; 

A comfort to thy parents prove 

And amply recompence their love, 
Mariana, 


Thoughts on a retired, and middle 
State of Life. 


ETIR'D from toils, and noify ftrife, 
1 fing the happy bleffing ! 
‘Lhe meft confummate {weet of life, 
And joy beyond expreffing ! 
The lovely fcene, where virtue reigns 
In pure harmonic meafure ! 
Where no fa fe fire impels the veins, 
To beat corrupted pleature. 
The mind as fimple agent fiee, 
May treat with art, or nature; 
And we'gh the fweet felicity 
To pritfe her great Creatog ! 
Survey, the giddy world with fcorn, 
Nor mind the courtier’s whining. 
Today amb'tion lifts his horn, 
To norrow he’s repining. 
Tho’ wealth and honours crown his brow, 
Yet Haman’s not contented; 
While Mordecai makes aukward bow, 
The nod is ftill sefented. 
The ftatefman he would be a king, 
The king he would be Cefar ; 
Amp tion when fhe’s on the wing, 
Ne’er finds a piace to eafe her. 
Ti!l menacing impcrial Jove, 
She joftics for his tation; 
For which with fcatter'd plumes fhe’s drove 
‘To enclefs condemnation, 
But he who with contentment dwells 
In his retived cottage ; 
Reviv‘’d with birds, or neighbouring bells, 
Re, al’d with grateful pottage ; 
When nature calls, can take a glafs 
Or: h. mebrew'd ale or evder ; 
With faithful wife, or honeft lifs 
Can (port, if thoughts grow wider. 
At mght, trem debts, and mortgage tree, 
Can on his bed repofe him 5 
Intu’dof Birith liberty, 
No inward guilt to rovuze him, 
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“Tis he the fweets of life enjoys 
With fpoufe, or fon, or daughter ; 

No bugbear whim his peace annoys, 
With woes that may come after, 


The Month of JUNE. A Ly- 
ric Ode. 


HE country’s cloath’d in rich attire, 
T With various colours dy’d : 
Natuce infufing gay defire, 
Is dreft in all her pride. 

The flowers bloom, the verdure fprings ; 
Whe trees are clad in green: 

Each painted wa bler fweetly fings 
All round the rural fcene. 

Th’ embroiter‘d fie'ds are allin bloom, 
And imile with lovely hue; 

Andev’ry hedge affords a tune 
Ot fweeteft mufick too, 

The goldfinch, jinnet, lark and thruth 
Are heard in every grove; 

They daily fkip from buth to buth, 
And chirrup fongs of love. 

Thro” ev’ry fhade foft zephyrs play, 
And fan the whifp’ring trees ; 

The murm’ring riv’lets {weetly ftray, 
And watt a cooling breeze, 

The whit’ning hawthorns blofiom now ; 
The painted daifies {pring ; 

The bluhhing rofe and vi'let glow; 
The rural mufes fing. 

The kids and fawns, through fpicy worlds, 
In fportive numbers ftray : 

The finny race in cryft2] floods 
Bafk all the gladfome day. 

The humming bee trom ev’ry flow’r 
Extraéts the liquid ftore; 

And ev'ry foit defending fhow’'r 
Supplies it fill with more. 

The bleating flocks falute the dawn, 
And welcome in the day, 

The lambs on ev'ry graffy lawn 
Delighcts fritk and play. 

The lowing herds in coniort join, 
That brouze upon the hills ; 

Shrill echo mimics ev’ry tone, 
And ev’ry valley fills, 

The rip’aing fruits gnd new-mown hay 
Delicious fragrance fhed ; 

The blue-eyed beans in bloffom gay 
Ambrofial odours fpread, 

Had I my lovely Polly : ere 
In this ferene ic 1.1 


We'd have a fummer all the year; 
My joy: wou'd be compleat. 

From her each gaily painted flow’r 
New odours would receive ; 

To every blooming tree, her pow'r 
Wou'd double beauty give. 

Brut while fhe’s abfent, all the birds 
In vein their fonnets fing ; 

The meads, the flow’rs, the plains, the 

woods, 

No real pleafures bring, 


The HUSBAND’s LIFE. 


S in a verna! evening fair, 
A Damon and Celia (happy pair ') 
State on a flow’ry bank reclin’d; 
Beneath a fragrant myrtie’s fhade, 
While their young off:pring round 
pla d 
Thus ravith’'d Damon op’d his mind. 
Oh! what a happy ftate is this! 
My Celia! what a heaven of blifs 
Does love, pure, Jaw'ul love fupply ! 
Whether I turn my look on thee, 
Or yonder infant charmers fee, 
Still views of joy falute my eye. 
Life’s highest bleilings all are mine, 
sind doubly fo by being thine, 
Dear crown of all that I enjoy! 
No anxious guilty thoughts I find, 
To cifcompole my peace of mind ; 
Pure love yields fweets without alley, 
3 draw noruin’d virgin’s tear, 
No injur’d parent’s curfe FE hear, 
{read no violated laws: 
I lofe no honour, wafte no wealth, 
With no difeaies wound my health, 
Foul as the fhamefu! crime their cau, 
Our holy union heaven approves, 
And tmiles indulgent on our loves, 
As our unnumber’d bleffings thow : 
Oh ! let our virtue then improve, 
Let us fecure more blifs abuve ; 
For more we cannot with below. | 


To DEATH. 
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Ab ! vifit him who greatly longs to die ; 
Nor turn trom methy deadly dart away. 
Ah ! why, unwelcome, will you vifit thofe, 
With peace, with plenty, and with pleaiure 
ble ft. 
B hoid me finking under weighty woes, 
ind importun:ng thee to give me reft. 
Pafs the gilt palace and the {plendid court; 
‘There joy and gladnets hold their ficcting 
reign, 
Ceafe to difturb the unambitious fport 
Of ruftic peafants on yon anple plain, 
Againt th’ abundant board and happy bed, 
Forbear to point thy fell and fat l fteel, 
Fut Iehty tow’rds thy fuppliant’s weary 
neau, 
Let it advance ; he does not fear to feel, 
Say, partial death, fur why then dof thou 
ips € 
A wretch like me, oppreis’d with galling 
grict; 
Am [ unworthy your regard to fhare, 
Ah! why, onkind, will you withold se¢ 
lief? 
Unceating to'ler firike; no pity take 
On one who h|ite no lonyer cah approve ; 
Aid him who withes angu fh to forfake, 
And wills to fhare a happier lot above. 
Bead, unrelen'ing pow’r thy fatal bow, 
Transfix with arows my unhappy breaft, 
Till’das it is with torture, anguifh, woe, 
And withing eafe, oh! give it endleis reft. 
Beliold I lay my bleeding bofom bare, 
‘Then pierce it quickly with thy venom’d 
dart ; 
Sheath, King of Terrors, all thy arrows 
there, 
‘They will be weicome to atroubled heart. 
JUVENIS. 


An Evening Walk in Moorefields 
improved. 


I EMIAE eve ing’s fine, the ftars appear, 
C And plainly peak Jehovah there ; 

I: not who caus’d thoft fturs to be 

Shining with bright effulgency ? 

There is a God all nature cries ; 

Let Atheifts tremble: Oh! be wife 

My foul, and own Almighty pow’r, 

‘That which upholds thee ev'ry hour. 

Thofe trees the power ot God procia’m, 

He made them, (bdlefied be his name) 

He made m? alio, Pil adore 

His guod: ei*, his creating pow’r. 


There Bedlam ftands, a goodly fight, 
View but the outfide, all is night; 

But a fad, gluomy, difma! fcene 
Preienis itfelt to all within, 

Affift me, Father, may I saife 

A fuitable pro.oitien’d -raile, 

That I‘m not dcom’d to fpend my days, 
In fuch a dircful dreadful place. 


A SONG. 


T now began the ftorm toceafe, 
Serene the tky a ppear'd, 
‘Lhe winds, and waves were all at peace, 
Not the leaft noife was heard, 
dern‘d with each refulgent ray, 
The fetting fun was fien, —~ 
And oferthe furface of the fea 
Diffus‘d a goleen gleam, 
When Silvia, to the thore retir‘d, 
Dejected lay‘d along, 
Thus fung what love, and gricf infpir'd 
While rocks repeat the fong, 
‘*O! were this calm, this lucid fcene, 
An emblem of my breaft : 
O ! wou'd the tempeft cea‘e within, 
I might again be blef ; 
But man, vain, wicked, faithle’s man, 
Has rob’d my foul of peace; 
With flatt‘ry firft the wretch began, 
And won my heart with eafe, 
I, fool.th J, his vows bel ev‘d, 
And thought ‘em all finceyc--- 
Be not, ye fair, by men deceiv‘d, 
O! truit not what they fwear. 
They fmile, they weep, they figh, they pray, 
Wit eloquence they ufe, 
And ev ry art, but co betray, 
And our fond fex abufe, 
This [ have found, bet, oh! too late, 
Too late for my repofe ; 
For now A wou‘d, but cannot, hate—— 
The author ot my wors, 
Still in my breaft the tyrant reigns, 
And ¢till he triumphs there: 
Thus, thus opprefs‘d with endlefs pains, 
What can I but defpatr 2¢¢ 
Then rifing, hopelets of relief, 
Nor ling‘ring long the ftood ; 
Death, death, the cry‘d, *hallend my grief, 
And plung‘d intothe food. 
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WEDNESDAY, May 1. 


BOUT one o’Clock 

a poor man, who fel!s 

fifth at Barner, wis 

attacked on Finchly- 

Common, in his way 

to Billingfgate, who robbed him 

of eighteen-pence. ‘The ret of 

his money he had fo rtunately con- 

cealed in the fleeve of his coat. 

A little time after he was met 

again by the fellow near the bot- 

tom of Highgate-Hill, who re- 

turned him his money, telling him 

that fum would be of no fervice 

to him, and defired he would tell 

every perfon he met that he had 
been robbed by I Jeho., 

Tuelday 2. Laft night, fone 
thoughtlefs or malicious ~~ 
having ftopt up the funnel of ; 
Vett-Country barge, near Pickle- 
Herring Stars, while there was 
a fire in the cabin, i which 
three of the people were afle 
9 cahoned fo great a aes, that 
was thought fhe was on fire, 
when, on burfting open the coor, 
the poor men were found motion- 

fS; but on being expofed to the 


or 
er 


epen air, and by proper remedies, 


they recovered, but they fill con- 

tinue afficted witha viclent op- 

prefiion of the lungs, 

Kriday 3. Extract of a letter 
from Mr. Wilkes, to his friend 
in London, dated Naples, 
March 2:2, 176¢c 
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i a OO Th 4 a tt sare verv 
Impertinenily fending me into the 
lervice of half the Princes of Eu- 

. ‘ ; 
re } : Ad i Cc Mm 1] } av me 
on ~ F } 4 - 
more juftice at home, and think 
: 
of meas I docf ! Ver ac- 
. a. . } ‘i 7 1 
tually an the fervice i ind, 


and for my life unalienably at- 
tached to n y native Country. ‘The 
moft unjuft and cruc! perieeutions, 
the moit unmerited Cutlawries, 
fhall never warp my allegiance. 
I do not forget the prefent page of 
onr hittory, and a_ fecond let- 
rtothe Borough of Ayl-fbury 
fhall joon prove it. — AW. 
goner of Briitol h s cbtained ‘2 
deeree in Chancery for an eitate 
of between five and fix hundred 
pounds per annum, and 14,ccol. 
in cath, after being kept cic: 
years Out of his rioht pelt 
Thurfd ay John Lyc: tt, adrayman 
fcl | from his dray yin White-crofs- 


Street, and the wheels going over 
ae es ee ee ee 
h. body, DrVUitea ins in a 1n0CKé- 


ing manner: he was taken, and 


P a ae a BT A a 
fent to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpial 
where Ne Cxp red the fame even ne 


in great Agonics.— W iefday 
Jaft one of the ecucatcd at 
oie a ee 
Riyne’s fchool, Ratcliff! var 
* } tS - “1y I tT oe 
va; Married at ot. George shh the 


\ 
S08 weal mnmewend eer rrinn OF 
Lailt, and FeEecelVeG xO pe luii Ul 
100 |. accordin ¥ to the will of the 
donor. -— \ ecelday ever ing Au- 
pull tin de Loredo, captain ot the 
{hip or vellel, called the Principe 
ce E ipana, Was examine a be re 
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the Juftices Borrodale, Fielding, 
aud Kelynge, at the public-ofice 
in Eow-iireet, and being charged 
on oath with felonioufly cafting 
away the faid fhip on the high- 


a 


Seas, with intent to prejudice di- 
vers merchants who had _ under- 
written polices of infurance there- 
on, wascommitted to Newgute. 
—On Weinefday night Mr. Sa- 
mucl Parkes, one of the oidett 
lightermen on the river, had the 
misfortune to mifs his tcp as he 
was going on board his lighter off 
Horiley« own, and falling into the 
river was unfortunately drowned. 
— The fanie aight the committee 


f 


| nm! 
J r LOU) 


Iding the 1 ridve at Black- 
Friars i ore od with Mr, Egerton, 
of the Old-Daily 
from Fle t-bridge to and uncer 
sridewell bridge, for the Sum of 
vz-ol. the faine to be een med 
in fo urtce.i. weeks from the time he 
fhall be ordered to fet shane it.—— 
Yefterday as fome bo, 3 were play- 
ing at trap-bail at Luytonitone, a 
ecntlemau’s fervant riding to Strat- 
ford, t he horie, by the ball t being 
ftruck agvinit his ear, ane his 
rider, who was killed on the fpot. 


tO arcn over 


— Ye iy was hetd the anni- 
virfary meet ing of the governors 
of the Magdalen charity, when an 


excellent iermon was preached at 
the pari! h Church of St. James's 
Weil mintter, by the reverned Mr. 
Wi lliam Do dd, p Pp ret b. en Lof Brecon, 
and chaplain in ord iry to his 
Muajeity, trom John vill. 7. From 
Church the gove ernors, &e. pro 
ceeded to Dra; per’s- hall, where an 
elegant biguihieeta’ nment was provid- 


ed. Dinner being over, a coil+e- 
tion was made for the ule of the 
charitv, watch, with the bene- 


factions at the Charch, &c. a- 
mounied tov 


nRevaeAd C asmeks bene 
Wards OF €Ioht hune- 
b & 


dred and fome odd founds. 
aturday 4. Laft night a dray, 
belonging to an eminent brewer 
near Smithfield, ran over a man 
in the Bcrough, eppofite St. Tho- 
mas’s- hofpital, and io bruifed him 
that he expired foon after, 
Monday 6. On Saturday a man 
was committed to New-prifon, 
charged w ith fteali ing the c rpfe of 
a woman, who had been buried a 
few days before, out of Cripple- 
ite Church. yard, — Yefterday 
norning al yout one o *clock, a fire 
broke out in the houfe of Mr. 
lackfon, a baker in College ftreet, 
Weitminiter ; occafioned by the 
crown of the oven’s taking fire, 
which burnt 4 Quantity of flour 
in the faid houfe, and the houfe 
of Mr. Sinith, a barber next door, 
intirely tothe ground, Mr. Smith, 
his wife, who was with child, 
four children, and their apprentice, 
efcaped the flames naked, not hav. 


1 08 


ing time to fave any thing, — 
Morgan, the afiman, who efcaped 
fome time ago out of Newgate 

was feen laft week at Brightnelm- 
ftone, in Suffex, ina very fhabby 
condition. —{« We_ hear that his 
Majeity has been plea! fed to grant 

a free pardon to John Stringe, 
who Wes ca ipitally convicted lait 
Kingiton afiizes for the mui rder of 
his wile, on account of fome fa- 
vourable circumftances in hus be 

half. 

Wednefday 8. Yefterday their 
Royal Highneflys Prince Henry 
Frederick, and Prince Frederick 
Wijlizm, removed to the Rova- 
- 1ce at Aeniington, — On ‘Puci- 
day mcat three peace G-ncers went 

; ige’s Warrant On a 
bailiff in Gray’s I[Inn-lane, who 
cat anc abufed a 


entiemau’s feryant whom he ha 






arresiea 








arrefted : the bailiff and his fol- 
lower oppofed the officers, and 
wounded one of them, by ita bbing 
him in the breaft with a knife, fo 
dangeroufly, that his life is not 
expected ; after which they ef- 
caped, by jumping out of a win- 
dow. —A tradel man in Shore- 
ditch having inadvertently left 
fome liquid in a cupboard to de- 
firoy Bugs, two children got the 
botile lait Monday and cam part 
of it, one of whom died that Jame 
night, and the other is patt hopes 
ot recovery — On Menday the 
man in cuftody for felling dead 
bodies to the furgeons impeached 
an acco mplice, ‘whofe houfe, in 
King’s Arms-yard, White-Crofs- 
fireet, was fearched by virtue of 
a warrant from the bench of juf- 
tices at Hick’s-hall, when a box, 
fullof kuman bones, and three 
fxulls were found. He has ab, 
iconded, but his wife is taken up. 
Itis remarkable, that this man 
kept a number of wild beafts, but 
it Was not known with what he 
fed them. — The Society of arts 
have determined a premium of 60 
guineas to Mr. Hamilton, for the 
belt hiftorical painting 5 and ano- 
ther of fifty for the fecond beft to 
Mr. Romney. The ftory on 

which the former has exerciled his 
pencil, is Boadicea juft going to 
be fcourged by the Romans, 
while hes two caughters are forced 
irom her; and the fubjecét of the 
latter is the death of hing Ed- 
mund, 


Friday 10. On Wea Inefday 


lait the Man who was concerned 
in felling dead bodies to the Sar- 
ceons, and in whofe houfe fome 
wid Beafts, a box cf human 
bones, and three fkulls were found 
was carried before Juilice Girdler, 
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whe committed him to New Pri 
fon — Yefterday was held the 
ann'verfary meeting of the 
of the clergy at St. Paul’ : at 
which were prefen t the iat hon. 
the Lord Mayor, Mr. Baron 
Smythe, Vice Prefiaent of the 
Corporation ; the Bifhops of Lon- 
don, Durham, Wiuchettes, Litch- 
field, St. David’s, Landaff, Bri- 
foi, Carlifle, and Exeter ; Lord 
Leich, Lord Raveniworth, the 
Bithop ef Sodor and Man, Mr. 
Baron Perrot, feveral of the Al- 
dermen, Sit John Shaw, and Sir 
George Pigot, barts. a number 
of the Clergy, and many reputable 
Citizens. The fermon was preach- 
ed by Dr. Halitax, trom Genetis, 
Chap. 47, Verie 22, ** On'ythe 
Lands of the Priefts, bought he 
not: for the Prietts had a portion 
afiined them of Piaraoh, and did 
eat their portion which Pharaoh 
gave them; wherefore they fold 
not their Lands” The Service 
being ended, the company went 
in proceflion to Merchant Taylors 
Hall, and Lord Ravenfworth and 
Sir George Pigot, being two of 
the ftewards, they walked with 
the reft of their Brethren before 
the Lord Mayor and the Bilhops 
coaches to ‘Threadneedle-Street, 
the collection at the Church and 
Hail! amounted as follows 
On ‘Tueiday at ee 
the Rehearfal 262 
Yefterday, at St. Paul’s rgt 1 
at the Featt 636 1 











Ter Majefty has been pleafed, 
out of her Royal Bounty, to fend 
to the Treafurer of the aes 
charity, by the hon. co]. Graime, 
her fecretary, the fumof 1col, — 

We 
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We heara grant of a confiderable 


track of Land in the Ifland of 


Cape Breton, is now making out 
fur acommoner of Scotland, who 
has undertaken to work, at his 
own expence, {ome valuable coal- 
thereon, which will be of 
great advantage in the fugar diflil- 
leries of the Weft Indies, where 
woed in a great many places be- 
fs = o 
gins to fail. 
Saturday 11. 
” lier] » ( 


nines 


Thurfday night 
alittle Girl, the daughter of one 
Mrs. Fifhcrley, a clear-fiarcher in 
Drury-Lane, going to bed with a 
hilling in he er mouth, which the 
mother eave her to keep her 
quiet, ituntortunately ftuck aerc {s 
her throat, and notwithttanding 
all affillance, fhe died in afew 
minutes. — Yefterday in the af- 
ternoon, asa young woman big 
with child was crofiing Smithfield, 
fhe was rode over and killed on 
the fpot. — Yefterday a brewer's 


fervant fell from a Dray in Long- 


Lane, and the wheels going over 
his body, erufhed him in fucha 
manner, that he gen as they 
were ¢al r aera St. Bartholo- 
mew’s ur tal. — seats the 
following bills received the Royal 
Ailent by virtue of a commifiion 
from his Majetty, viz. The bill 
to encourage the growth an: cul- 
tivation of madder in ‘land, 
The biil for repairing the church 
of the united pariihes of All 
Saints and St. John tn the town 
of Hertford. The bill for enlarg- 
ing and maintaining the har- 
our of Ramfgate, and for the 
haven of Sandwich. ‘The biil 
for vefling the elebe lands belong- 
in to the re@ory of the parif 
church of St. Chriflopher in the 
City of London, in the 
and company of the bank of 


T 
ine 


oovernor 
Ww 


’ Eng- 


ne) 


land, &c. The bill to alter cer- 
tain rates of Poltage, and to 
amend other atts relating to the 
Poit-Office. The bill for repeal- 
ing the duties now payable on 
raw filk, and granting other duties 
in lieu thereof. The bill for re- 
pairing roads from Ratcliff-hi gh- 
way, ‘and thro’ Cannon-Street, 
and for watering, watching, and 
lighting the fame. ‘The bill for 
ndering more effectual in his 
Dominions in America 
the A@ for punifhing mutiny 
anddetertion, The bill for ap- 
pointing additional commiffioners 
of the land-tax. The bill for 
providing a public reward for 
perfons difcovering the Longi- 
tude at Sea. 


- 1: fa) 
ay ajeily’ > 


The bill to oblige 
Agents for prize money to ac- 
count fer fuch fums as remain un- 
claimed. The bill to encourage 
the white Herring-Fifhery. The 
bill for the laying feveral additi- 
onal duties on the importation of 
wrought filks and velvets, and to 
encourge the filk manufacture of 
this Kingdom, and to prevent 
any comb.nations of workmen. 
The Bill for granting certain 
duties on the caper of coals 
and feveral Eaft- h ndia goods, &c 
The bill for better. fopplying 
ieee export trade of this Kin; gdom 
to Africa with coarfe printed Cal- 
licoes, and*other goods, the ma- 
nufacture of the Eaft-Indies, or 
places beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope ; and to encourage the im- 
portation of bugles into this King- 
dom. The bill for granting An- 
nuities, attended with a lottery, 
payable out of the finking fund 
‘The bill for augmenting the in- 
come of the Maftersin Chancery, 
&c. The bill to prevent the illicit 
d from the Ifle of Man, 
The 
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The bill for repealing the laws 
relating to the woolen manufac- 
ture in the county of York, in 
refpect to width and length of 
woolen cloth, and for preferving 
the credit of the maiter of the 
faid manufacture. And to feveral 
road and private bills. 

Monday 13. On Saturday the 
machine for raifing water out of 
fhips, invented by Mr. Charles 
Douglafs Bouden, Deputy Mar- 
fhal of the Admiralty, was tried 
on board his Majeity’s ‘fhip Sur- 
prize, at Deptford, before the 
committee of Mechanicks be- 
longing to the fociety for the En- 
couragement of arts, mianu- 
factures, and Commerce, which 
threw out near two tons in one 
minute and a half, exclufive of 
a large Quantity which ran to 
wafte, and could not be meafur- 
ed, but on a moderate calculation 
was fuppofed to be upwards of a 
ton more. 

Tuefday 14. Yeflerday the 
Earl of Waldegrave’s Regiment 
of Dragoon Guards, Sir John 
Mordaunt’s, and the Earl of An- 
cram’s Regiment of Dragoons, 
were reviewed on Wimbleton- 
common by General Elliot. 
Their Royal WHighnefles the 
Dukes of York and Gloucefter 
weve prefent, as were feveral ge- 
neral Oificers, and many of the 
nobility. — On Saturday evening 
a Bailiff, dreffed like a Water- 
man, with a bafker in his hand, 
as if fome prefent from the coun- 
try, went to a Gentleman’s houfe 
at Lambeth, to endeavour to ar- 
reit him ; on which the gentle- 
man was fo enraged, that he fired 
off a l.aded piftol at the Bailiff, 
who wes flichtly wounded in the 
arm, and the avereii 


A Yel,- ’ 
Althouch the 


we 


ir eicaped. 
Dailiif is lixely to 


f a2 


do well, yet the gentleman is 
guilty of a capital offence, in 
firing off a piftol with intent to 
kill, though Death does not en- 
jue. 

Vednefday 15. Sunday even. 
ing two young bloods, galloping 
along ie r asa ae 
run overa poor foldier, which 
broke feveral of his ribs; he was 
carried to St George’s hofpital, 
without any hopes cf recovery.— 
At the review on Wimbleton 
common on Monday laft, two of 
the private men had the misfor- 
tune of being flung from their 
horfes, one of whom had his arm 
broke, and the other was much 
bruifed. 

Turfday 16. Early yefterday 
morning a fire broke out almoit 
in the center of the narrow {treet 
between the Perry and Ratcliff- 
Crofs; which fame houfe was on 
fire about three weeks fince, but 
then timely prevented by the 
neighbours from fpreading. On 
the prefent unhappy occation, it 
is faid to have blazed out at five 
feveral places at once, with fuch 
vehemence, that it fpreag and 
burnt down 21 reputable houfes, 
and with fuch rapidity, that few 
of the fufferers were able to fave 
any thing but their lives. 

Friday 17. We are affured up- 
wards of 500 journeymen wea- 
vers have been difcharged fince 
Monday latt for want of employ- 
ment, and that ijeveral capital 
perfons concerned in that branch 
of bufinefs will foon be obliy 
ed to difcharge a great number 
more. 

Saturday 18. Yefterday mern- 
ing a prodigious number of Wea- 
vers and their w ves, went trom 
gelds with feveral fags ard 

before them, and red coclk- 
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ades in their hats, to the pa- 
liament-houfe and St James’s, 
to implore redrefs in their pre- 
fent unhappy and calamitous cir- 
cumflances. One of the women 
carried before them a french filk 
hankerchief with a gold border 
on, and a gold crofs in the mid- 
dle; aman carried a large piece 
of French fpotied filk, faid to be 
had from a mercer’s fhop in town; 
and a third had three or four 
pieces of French lace, &c. &c. 
‘There were two parties, one 
went over St. George’s-fields, 
and the other through the city. 
Monday 20. They write from 
Ly me in Dorfetfhire, that wheat 
is confiderably lowered at that 
place, occafioned by fome gen- 
tlemen of the corporation hav- 
ing imported a cargo which was 
offered at prime cott to the poor, 
with liberty for them to grind at 
the town-mills, free of any ex- 
pence till the price of wheat is 
reduced to four fhillings abufhel. 
As this generous act feems to 
proceed from a motive of huma- 
manity for the poor inhabitants, 
we fhould be glad to hear of fome 
other towns following fuch wor- 
thy examples. 
7 z1. Yeflerday the 
f) vant of Lady Dowa ger I fting- 
ham Howard, that was ta‘en up, 
on fufpicion of fetting her La- 
dyfhip’s houfe on fire, went again 
before Juitice Fielding for a fur- 
ther examination, which con- 
tinued for feveral hours; after 
which he was remanded back to 
the Gatehoufe.—Yefterday morn- 
ing about feven o'clock, the wall 
of a houfe in Green-tlreet, Theo- 
bald’s-row, fell in, part of which 
falling cn a woman and child 
who were in bed, they were taken 








out much brvifed and fent to St. 
Andrew’s wor!choufe. 
Wenenefday 22. Yefterday fe- 
veral of the poor weavers, who, 
for want of employment, are def- 
titute of bread to fupport them- 
felves and families, went about 
to implore the aid and charitable 
benevolence of feveral tradefmen 


who encourage that branch of 


manufaétory, and were relieved 
accordingly. By a letter from 
Norwich we are informed, that 
every thing remains quiet among 
the fiik nouslaliucess of that 
city, neither have any body of 
journeymen weavers arrived from 
thence in London lately, as has 
been mentioned in fome of the 
papers. 

Thurfday 23. Monday a fhip 
arrived at the Nore, with 1100 
quarters of wheat, waiting for the 
opening of the port of Lon- 
don. Yefterday the Lord 
Mayor and Courtot Aldermen re- 
duced the price of bread two- 
pence in the peck-loaf. 

We are glad to be informed 
that the bill for impofing a duty 
on the exportation of coals, has 
already produced a good effeét, 
in agi void divers large 
contraéts which cannot now be 
complied ke ni the freighters 
incurring a vey confidcrable ex- 
pence; and we alfo learn from 
Suncerland, Shields, &c. that 
upwards of forty vefiels which 
were preparing to load there for 
France and Flanders, &c. have 
had their routs altered for the 
port of London, which can- 
not fail of foon greatly reduc- 
ing the price of this very effen- 
tial article. 

Friday 24. On Tuefday there 
was a riot in Bloom{bury-fquare 
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by fome diforderly perfons, four 
of whom were taken into cuftody, 
and were carried before a magif- 
trate to be dealt with according 
to law. 

Saturday 25. Tuefday night a 
gentleman's ca'riage was over- 
turned near the New church in 
Strand, occcafioned by a 
heap of gravel left by the pa- 
viours, by which a lady with 
child, was confiderably hurt; 
a profecution being commenc- 
ed, may probably prevent 
fach fatal accidents for the fu- 
ture. 

Monday 27. On Wednefday 
night, about nine o'clock, a poor 
woman, going by the New build- 
ines inT heobald’s-row, fell down 
and broke her leg. She was car- 
tied to the Middlefex Hofpital to 
be taken care of. 

Tuefday 28. Thurfday morn- 
ing a confiderable quantity of 
french fnuff-boxes were feized 


} 
the 
the 


it a Milliners near Leicetter- 
helds. 
Wednefday 29. A few days 


ago a gentleman went into a 
public houfe near Sr.ow-hill, 
which he had frequented for fe- 
veral years, when he complained 
the beer was not good; the 
‘rewer, who ferved the houfe, 
happened to be there at the time, 
and was fo enraged at the ex- 
prefion, that he has lately 
brought an aétion againit the gen- 
tieman for fcandalizing and de- 
taming his porter. 

Thurfday 30. A Cor.ftable that 
fells mth in the Fleet-market,who 
has been very bufy feveral Sun- 
days in fupprefling the poor wo- 
nen for felling apples, &c. was 
convidted yefterday by the fitting 
alderman, for exercifing his trade 
on a Sunday. Likewile eight 
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publicans and two butchers were 
convicted for the fame offence 
before the fame magiftrate, and 
all paid the p-naliy. 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Conttantinople. ‘The day be- 
fore yefterday a fire broke out in 
the quarter of Tophana, and 
though immediate affiftance was 
fent, it continued burning for 
twelve hours, confuming abour 
500 houfes. The plague daily 
carries offa number of people, 
two fervants in the French 
Minifter’s houfe lately died of 
it. 

Naples. The prince of Valle- 
Piccolomini, one of the richeit 
of our nobleffe died fuddenly in 
the night between the i8th and 
1¢th inftant. 

Vienna. A few days fince a 
patent was publifhed here, for- 
bidding any one froin giving 
lodging to a ftranger without 
having firft obtained permiffion 
in writing from the Police under 
the penalty of being fined 24 
crowns. 

Liege. We hear from Davers 
diffe in Ardenne, that John 
Goffet, Mayor of the town, died 
there the 15th infant, aged 108 
years, retaining all his fenfes till 
the laft minute of his life, and 
moreover he lait fummer mowed 
a part of the grafs in his mea- 
dow. 

Leyden. The laft letters from 
Gibraltar inform us, that the 
fea, both within and without the 
Straits, never was fo full of the 
Barbary Corfairs as at prefent ; 
above ninety were lately counted, 
mounting from twenty to fifty 

uns. 

Leghorn. The crew of a Bar- 
bary Corfair lately carried off, 
from the ifland of Elbe, near 

Marciana, 
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women and a 
a little dif- 


Marciana, two 

child, who were at 

tance from the coatft. 
COUNTRY NEWS. 

York. Laft week the firtt 
regiment of dragoon guards, 
commanded by Lieutenan: Ge- 
neral Mottyn, arrived here from 
Colchefier in three divifionsr 
They are fationed in this city to. 
{ome time. 

Lait Friday night as Mr. 
John Everatt, Mercer in Knaref- 
brough, Was retuining from 
Harrowgate to that town, his 
horfe ran acainft the fide of the 
bridge, whereby he was thrown 
over and killed on the a 

On T Puefday John Slack, con- 
victed laf ag of horfe- ftealing, 
and Tho mas Smith, alias Farn- 
burn, alfo convicted laft affizes 
of houfe-breaking, both of them 
having been very active in the 
Jate infurrection in the caille, 
weie executed at Tyburn. 

MARRIAGES. 

Horatio Mann, Efg: to the 
Earl of Gainfborough’s fitter. 
Robert Eden, Efq ; of the Cold- 
fiream regiment of foot guards, 
to the Hon. M:f3 Calvert, fifter 
tothe Right Hfon. Lord Balti- 
more. Mr. Licurv Fourdinies, 
ftationer, in Lombard- 


ireet, to 


Mrs. Jemina Manning, late of 


Bifhopfyate-freet. Lambeth, 
Alexander Bouher, iq; to Mifs 
Patty Rogers. Mr. Peter Martin, 


of Gracechurch-freet, to Mifs 
Morton of Ryegate. At Tun- 
bridge in Kent, Mr. William 
— of Pefhurit, to Mifs 


Mills. John Whitemore, Jun. 
{fq 3 of the Heywood, in the 


Hereford. to Mit 
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Donethorne, daughter of the 
Rev. Mr. Done: horne, of Here- 
ford. Mr. Read, ironmonger of 
St. James’s, to Mifs Johnfon of 
Nlarybone-flreet. Mr. John 
Ingmire, ee, to Mifs Nor- 
grove of Brook-flreet. At Ox- 
ford, Mr. Francis Guiden, mafter 
of the New-inn, to Mifs Molly 
Robinfon. Mr. John Emery, of 
Potton in Bedford hhire, to Mik: 
Topham, of Bartholomew-Clofe. 
Mr. Laurance, builder, in Silver- 
{treet, to Mifs Lyddel, of Bread- 
ftreet. 
DEATHS. 

At Amflerdam, William Van- 
deleur, fhoemaker, aged 112. 
At Batterfea, Mr. Wharton, late 
cheefemonger, in Cannon-itreet. 
Mr. Andrew Kennet, head but- 
ter tothe Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury. William Arbuthnot, Efq; 
a Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
provincial fervice in the lait war, 
at New England. At Gainf- 
borough, in Lincolnfhire, Mr. 
Hubbert Woodhoufe. Mr. Par- 
fons, coal-merchant, at Mary- 
cold-ftaiys, At Paris, Madamoi- 

elle de Sens, a Princefs of the 
blood royal, aged 59. At Rome, 
Cardinal Caprara. ~ At Batavia, 
jin one year, 1932 perfons, in the 
he pit: us only. Dr. Richardfon, 
phyfician to the London hofpital. 
At Dulwich, Anth. Eaflman, Efq. 
At Edingburgh, Lady Catherine 
Daf, fiiter to the Earl of Fife. 
At Oxford, John Wright, jun. 
“iq. Steward of Merton College. 
Mr. Saiter, an eminent furgeon 

in New Hermi- 
taec-iireet, in the parid of St. 
Johan, Wapping. 


and apothecary, 
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